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From the Pastor's Desk. . &—E

Before the Colors Fade
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his
lite for his friends.” John 15:13

“Before the Colors Fade™ used to be a column
in American Heritage Magazine featuring interviews
with veterans of the military or other witnesses to great
historic eras of our history. With the passing of Everett
Hall last month, our community has lost another link
with the great and terrible World War II.

According to Hank Bradly of the Quincy
Veterans Services, there are now roughly 3,500 WWII
veterans in Quincy. For those of us near and around
fifty vears old. it is almost inconceivable that so few
World War Il veterans remain. As a child it seemed
that almost evervbody’s dad was a WWII vet. |
remember as a young naval officer meeting one of the
last WWII active reservists. Union Church now has
only two active World War Il members of the
congregation, Norman Stanley who was an artillery
officer in Europe and Bill Ingram who sailed under the
“"Red Duster” (the merchant flag of Britain) as a
merchant mariner in the Canadian Merchant Marine.

Recently, I had the honor of giving the
Invocation at the Caddy Memorial Remembrance. Fach
year members of the Caddy Post of the Marine Corps

League gather to honor a young marine from Quincy

who threw himself on a grenade during the baitle of

Iwo Jima. It was said of the Marines on WO that

uncommon valor was a common attribute,

Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than
this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”
{(John 13:13)

As the colors fade and there are less and less
members of the greatest generation left. let us
remember freedom is not free. Let us support our
Troops in the war in Iraq, care for them when they
return. honor those who do not. and work for a
nation, one nation under God. worthy of their

fidelity to our flag.  "Till June.
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May 6
Fifth Sunday of Easter
“Jesus and Pilate”
TEXT: JOHN 18:28-40

May 13
Sixth Sunday of Easter
“To the Cross!”
TEXT: JOHN 19:1-16

May 20
Seventh Sunday of Easter
“The Crucifixion”
TEXT: JOHN 19:16b-27

May 27
Pentecost Sunday

“The Death of Jesus ™
TEXT: JOHN 19:28-37







