Union Congregational Chureh

S 136 Rawson Road, Wollaston. MA 02170
Tel: (617)479-6661 Email: ucewoll@verizon.net
Secretary: Martha Swanson  Rev. John C. Swanson, Pastor  Editor: Peggy Ferris

Website: www.unioncongregational.org

A monthly Newsletter ~ Worship Service 10:00 AM Sunday _ May 2007

From the Pastor's Desk. . &—E

Before the Colors Fade
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his
lite for his friends.” John 15:13

“Before the Colors Fade™ used to be a column
in American Heritage Magazine featuring interviews
with veterans of the military or other witnesses to great
historic eras of our history. With the passing of Everett
Hall last month, our community has lost another link
with the great and terrible World War II.

According to Hank Bradly of the Quincy
Veterans Services, there are now roughly 3,500 WWII
veterans in Quincy. For those of us near and around
fifty vears old. it is almost inconceivable that so few
World War Il veterans remain. As a child it seemed
that almost evervbody’s dad was a WWII vet. |
remember as a young naval officer meeting one of the
last WWII active reservists. Union Church now has
only two active World War Il members of the
congregation, Norman Stanley who was an artillery
officer in Europe and Bill Ingram who sailed under the
“"Red Duster” (the merchant flag of Britain) as a
merchant mariner in the Canadian Merchant Marine.

Recently, I had the honor of giving the
Invocation at the Caddy Memorial Remembrance. Fach
year members of the Caddy Post of the Marine Corps

League gather to honor a young marine from Quincy

who threw himself on a grenade during the baitle of

Iwo Jima. It was said of the Marines on WO that

uncommon valor was a common attribute,

Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than
this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”
{(John 13:13)

As the colors fade and there are less and less
members of the greatest generation left. let us
remember freedom is not free. Let us support our
Troops in the war in Iraq, care for them when they
return. honor those who do not. and work for a
nation, one nation under God. worthy of their

fidelity to our flag.  "Till June.

S rriles /rm'%'f
] Sermon Titles for May
| ]

May 6
Fifth Sunday of Easter
“Jesus and Pilate”
TEXT: JOHN 18:28-40

May 13
Sixth Sunday of Easter
“To the Cross!”
TEXT: JOHN 19:1-16

May 20
Seventh Sunday of Easter
“The Crucifixion”
TEXT: JOHN 19:16b-27

May 27
Pentecost Sunday

“The Death of Jesus ™
TEXT: JOHN 19:28-37
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B1. The Guild Room carpet has been cleaned. '
B2. The church offices and 2nd floor Sunday school
Band reception area carpet is also scheduled.

B3. The carpets in all three areas were installed in
1973 and this is their first professional cleaning.
4. They are a testimony to the quality of _ \
Bmaterial selected by a long ago Board of G\
I Trustees.

B5. UCC has been blessed by continued wise
Bstewardship and the marshaling of resources by its
Bvarious Boards of Trustees.

6. A Tradition that continues today
Bwith our current Board of Trustees,

UBill Roberts, Sue Peguero, Rick Culkin, and

IBg;mig Marcel.
7. The church office and reception area

Balso received a fresh coat of paint,

Bcourtesy of Lisa And '
B3, The area is being totally refurbished by Lisa in
lTI]EI]’lﬂI'}-’ of her late husband, John. Vi

B9, 1t will have a crisp and contemporary A %

.ff:el with a classic automotive theme

|
¥10. We are saddened to report the passing of

reflecting John’s passion for classic automnbilf:s.

g APPENINGS ARoy,
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'Everett Lawson Hall, long time
Imember and friend of this church.

I1 1. He was the husband of
IM and mother of Karen Whale
812, Mr. Hall was a veteran of both WWII and Korea.

:13 UCC has two WWII veterans, Norman Stanley,

served as an artillery officer in Europe and Bill
Ingra m in the British Merchant Marine.

1F YOU ENJOY YOUR FREEDOM ﬁ_ﬁ
THANK AVET
14. Other veterans: Jean Ball, Arthur Sullivan, Bill §

Roberts, Korea era, Art Ferris, Sue Peguero, John 1
Swanson, cold war, Ken LaBombard served in |

Vietnam, and John Brown, now in Kosovo.

15. Sue Peguero’s son, Pedro is in the army in
Germany. T'i‘f-‘:?i‘i £
16. Karen McDonald’s husband

Tom served in the navy during the # m?"“"\-ﬁ*
cold war. :{':IH%ILL A
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17. If we missed anyone, let us know as we want to

honor you.

18. The pastor had the sad honor of doing the
funeral of Billy Shea of Montclair last month. <=
19. Billy was a gentle soul who did his best and was

fond of the annual Christmas dinner served in the
Guild room each vear.

20. Lent, Holy week, and Easter were M

as usual, wonderful!

21. All of our services were well done, '_‘c"‘j%;;
\%

22. The Lenten Wednesday evening program was a

well attended, and glorified the Master.

great success. Each evening Rev. Martha Swanson
read a chapter of her book, “When the Sun Vanishes:
New Hope for Dark Days." Pastor Jack prepared a
simple but tasty meal and we enjoyed great music.
Our musicians included Jim Riekert. piano, Allison
Cooley, voice & piano, Mary Anne Wenslet, voice
& guitar, Ottilie Scales, voice, and Sg[gh Lockert,

voice, guitar, & piano.

,.' Whea tha Sun Vonlbes
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Lee A. lacocca

By Jim Donnelly

Lido Anthony lacocca didn't “invent” the
Ford Mustang any more thap Henry Ford
invented the assembly line, but that's not
to begrudge him the fame in the automo-
tive industry that he's eamed repeatedly.
lacocca is degreed as an engineer and,
by all accounts, was more than capable
in that capacity. But his ultimate legacy
in the business — which has yet to bo
written fully — will have: litthe to do with
what he designed and everything to do
with what he convinced others to buy,
lacacca may be the single greatest sales-
man the car industry, or any industry, has
ever known. He convineed millions to
buy a “sports car” based on a rebodied
workaday compact; the povernment 1o
buy it the future of a reeling com-
pany; and millions more 1o purchase its
products, once he'd righted the firm. And
lacocca’s not done yet,

He was horn in 1924, the child of
immigrant parents from Waly who settled
amang relatives living around Allen-
lown, Pennsylvania, and proved them-
selves to be strivers. For some of his life,
lacocca maneuvered to adapt himsell to
a strongly nativist business culture, For
example, the correct pronunciation of
the family name is ya-C(KE-a, which a
lot of people he met in industry, especial-
ly early in his career, couldn’t properly
proncunce. That's why he adopted the
alternative, more easily remembered pro-
nunciation of eve-a-COKE-a. Incidental-

* Iy, there's a famous budget eatery in the

Allentown area called Yocco's Hot Dog
King, founded by an uncle of lacocca’s
in 1922, whose name was similarly
changed to make it easier for non-ltalians
to say and remember,

lacocca’s father, Nicola, was origi
nally from southern ltaly. The father's
labors clearly made a deep impression on
lhe son, Micola lacocca expected his son
i succeed, and Lido obliged him, perhaps

niot happily in the usual sense, but cer-
tainly determinedly. The boy was studious
to a fault, largely ignoring the shenanigans
of neighborhood youngsters. lacocca was
accepted al prestigious Lehigh Univer-
sity, near Allentown, where he received

a degres in industrial engineering in just
three vears, and then was awarded a Wal-
lace Memaorial Fellesship at Princeton
University. Just before lacocca received
his master’s degree, a Ford recruiter visited
the campus and, in 1946, lacocea found
hirrself working in Dearbomn, one of the
earliest hires of the immediate post-\Whiz
Kids cra,

Congrucus with his ambitions, lacoc-
ca was determined to go far at Ford, and
reasoned that engineering wouldn't get
him there, Instead, he focused on sales,
winning a regional sales manager’s post
in Philadelphia at an improbably yvoung
age. lacocea is credited with developing

an innovalive “'56 for $56” promotion
that Ford ended up taking national, sal-
vaging what had been a disastrous sales
year. After that, his ascension through the
ranks was rapid. In 1960, he was namer
vice president in charge of the Ford divi-
sion, serving under “Whiz Kid” Robert
Metarmara, At that point, the first of
Detroit's compacts werc emerging, with
the Falcon as Ford's entry, as the finm tried
to salve the deep wounds of the Edsel
debacle. While the Falcon was cerlainly a
reliable seller, lacocca, ever the salas-
man, wanted more, He skipperad the
so-called Fairlane Committee that Henry
Ford Il had tasked with developing a new
car and image for Ford. While executives
including Hal Sperlich and [2onald Frey
did more of the actual planning, lacacca,
who pot the car approved, is loday con-

Men’s Column - Manly Men

sidered the father of the Mustang.

The Mustang made lacocca an
instant media superstar; today, only John
Z. DeLarean rivals him when it comes to
car exaculives-turned-celebrities. In fact,
you can argue not only that lacocca's star
arced even higher than DeLorean’s, but
also that he got a vastly better second act
in the auto industry. If lacocca’s been a
master of salesmanship, he's also experi-
enced in treading the undertows of cor-
porate intrigue. In 1970, he was named
president of the Ford Motor Company
after mercurial Henry Fard 11, the firm's
chairman, ousted Semon E. “Bunkie”
Knudsen. Within eight years, lacocca
wiould run afoul of Ford's affections and
suffer the same fate as Knudsen. Rather
than face professional exile, however,
lacocca landed on his feet and achjeved
even greater visibility.

lacoeca may have upstaged Ford 1
and paicl a price, but he was rewarded
handsomely for his next existence as the
public face of Chrysler. The pentastar
people wasted no time in pursuing him
after his acrimonious split with Ford, and
hired him just as the company lurched
toward bankruptey, abetted by horrendous
quality-control problems and the hang-
over of new full-sized cars that sapped
fiscal resources, but were introduced just
as the first fuel crisis hit. One of his first
acts at Chrysler was to jettison its Euro-
pean operations, but not before snagging
the: Simca-designed Dodge Omni and
Plyrnouth Horizon as stopgap products,
lacocea then made the greatest sale of
his lifetime, convincing Congress in 1979
to guarantes loans for Chrysler that kept
the firm from staggering info insolvency
before a new product lineup, anchored
by the simple-but-affordable froni-drive
K-cars, could reach production. In 1984,
lacocca would approve a compact van
based on K-car mechanicals that would
be one of the successful designs of the
post-war era. Like the original Mustang, it
was also largely a Sperlich creation, An-
olher enduring part of lacocca’s legacy is
Chryslers acquisition of American Maotors

in 1987, which brought Jeep's huge profit
cenler info the corporate fold.

Since retiring from Chrysler, lacocca
has written a best-selling autobiography,
leel efforts to restare Ellis lsland, sold alive
oil. raised funds for diabetes research and
even contemplated running for president.
Hie's got another book due out this month,
and still sells cars, having co-starred ina
2005 Chrysler spot with gangsta rapper
Snoop Dogg, of all people. 6%
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§ THE EPISTLE OF THE MONTH

Each month we will bring you an introduction to an Epistle or letter in the Bible taken from the Life

B Application Study Bible. We encourage everyone to read the Bible on a regular basis. This month we
§ encourage you to read the book of 1 Corinthians.

1 CORINTHIANS

ON A BED of grass, a chameleon’s skin turns
green, On the earth, it becomes brown, The ani-
mal changes to match the environment. Many
creatures blend into nature with God-given cam-
ouflage suits to aid their survival. It's natural to {it
in znd adapt to the environment, But followers of
Christ are new crearions, born from above and
changed from within, with values and life-styles
that confront the world and clash with accepted
morals. True believers don't blend in very well.

The Christians in Corinth were struggling with
their environment. Surrounded by corruption and every conceivable sin,
they felt the pressure to adapt. They knew they were free in Christ, but what
did this freedom mean? How should they view idols or sexuality? What
should they do abowt marriage, women in the church, and the gifts of the
Spirit? These were more than theoretical questions—the church was being
undermined by immorality and spiritual immaturity. The believers® faith
was being tried in the crucible of immoral Corinth, and some of them were
failing the tesi.

Paul heard of their struggles and wrote this letter to address their prob-
leins, heal their divisions, and answer their questions. Paul confronted
them with their sin and their need for comective action and clear commit-
ment to Christ,

After a brief introduction (1:1-9), Paul immediately turns to the question
of unity (1:10—4:21). He emphasizes the clear and simple gospel message
around which all believers should rally; he explains the role of church
leaders; and he urges them to grow up in their faith,

Paul then deals with the immorality of certain church members and the
issue of lawsuits among Christians (5:1 —6:8). He tells them to exercise
church discipline and to settle their internal matters themselves, Because so
many of the problems in the Corinthian church involved sex, Paul de-
nounces sexual sin in the strongest possible terms (6:9-20).

Mext Paul answers some questions that the Corinthians had. Because prosti-
tution and immorality were pervasive, marriages in Corinth were in shambles,
and Christians weren’t sure how to react. Paul gives pointed and practical
answers (7:1-40). Conceming the question of meat sacrificed to idols, Paul
suggests that we show complete commitment to Christ and sensitivity to other
believers, sspecially weaker brothers and sisters (8:1—11:2).

Paul goes on to talk about worship, and he carefully explains the role of
women, the Lord’s Supper, and spiritual gifis (11:3—14:39). Sandwiched
in the middle of this section is his magnificent description of the greatest
gift—love (chapter 13). Then Paul concludes with a discussion of the
resurrection (15:1-58), some final thoughts, greetings, and a benediction
(16:1-24),

I this letter Paul confronted the Corinthians about their sins and short-
comings. And I Corinthians calls ail Christians to be careful not to blend in
with the world and accept its values and life-styles. We must live Christ-
centered, blameless, Joving lives that make a difference for God. As you
read 1 Corinthians, examine your values in light of complets commitment
to Christ,

VITAL STATISTICS
PURPOSE:
To identify problems in the

Corinthian church, to offer
solutions, and to teach the
believers how to live for Christ
in a cormupt society

AUTHOR:
Paui

TO WHOM WRITTEN:
The church in Corinth, and
Christians everywhers

DATE WRITTEN:

About A.D. 55, near the end of
Paul's thres-vear ministry in
Ephesus. during his third
missionary journey

SETTING:

Corinth was a major
cosmopolitan city, a seapont and
major trade center—the most
imporiant eity in Achaia. It was
also filled with idolatry and
immorality. The church was
largely made up of Gentiles.
Paul had established this church
on his secend missionary
jourmey,

KEY VERSE:

1 appeal to vou, brothers. in
the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, thet all of you agree
with one another so that there
may be no divisions among vour
and that vou may be perfecily
united in mind and thought”
(1:100.

KEY PEOPLE:
Paul. Timothy, members of
Chioe's househald

EEY PLACES:
Worship meetings in Corinth

SPECIAL FEATURES:
This is a strong, straightforward
letter,
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MARK'S MOVIES

By Mark Goodwin

This month's movie is
"THE ASTRONAUT FARMER"
starring Billy Bob Thornton,

Virginia Madsen, and Bruce Dern. I saw th_lsmuwe
at the Silver city galleria cinema. The story is about
a retired astronaut now living on a farm with his
family. He builds a rocket in his barn to make his
dream of traveling into space come true and won't
let anyone, including the government stop him.
This movie was a good family adventure.

WISDOM OF THE STOOGES
(Wit, Wisdom and Knowledge for Living)

HEALTHY, WEALTHY. AND DUMB -
featuring Moe, Larry and Curly

Curly wins a radio contest for $50,000 and the
Stooges move into the Costa Plente hotel. They
wreck havoc by destroying a very valuable bed and
a $5000 vase. After the stooges receive their letter
from the Coffin Nail Cigarette Company, they
discover that after all the taxes they have only won
$4.85.

From Website:
http://threestooges.net/index.php

_ 3 = - Bill !therls P
r 7 -CarolSwanson
7 = Clarissa Aliberti
10 — Meg Goodwin
10 — Allison Culkin
17 — Art Ferris
17 — Arthur Sullivan
22 — Karen Whalen
22 — Lori Ferris
— |da Bollen
31 - Dot McTiernan

21 — Sharen & Paul Dupont
29 — Peggy & Art Ferris (25 Years)

MAY MOVIE NIGHTS

2ZND & 4TH WEDNESDAYS
9, 2007 and M

"Paul the Apostle"

(3 Hour Movie to be seen in 2 sessions)
Where the Passion ends...

the story of Paul begins.
From the Emmy award-winning director of Joseph
and Jesus comes the story of Paul the Apostle. This
miniseries chronicles the life of Christ's most prolific
messenger. Paul, originally known as Saul of Tarsus,
was a persecutor of Christians until Jesus came to him
in a vision. Forever changed, Paul withstood
persecution and imprisonment and with unflagging
determination he spread the word of Christ.
Beautifully shot in the Moroccan desert, Paul the
Apostle is a sweeping saga of a man whose story
continues after The Passion of Christ.







