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Much to my wife’s dismay, I returned from a quick trip
to our Maine cottage with Aaron and Dan Zimmerman's
1989 Lincoln Town Car. Now Martha wasn’t so much
dismayed at my returning from Maine with the Town car,
but was rather dismayed at the reality of our family’s *03
Taurus wagon being exchanged for an '89 Lincoln that
rivals the Queen Mary in size and fuel consumption.

But alas, after twenty years of marriage, Martha is used
to my eccentricities. And, I must admit, leaving an 03 top
of the line Taurus in Maine and driving an old 89 Town
car to Quincy certainly is eccentric.

My mid life crisis as I head for the big 50 is old cars,
especially BIG OLD CARS. I love my Lincoln. Part of the
reason is that it was a gift of two of my favorite people in
the world, Aaron and Dan Zimmerman. Aaron and Dan
drove the “Townie™ which had been their grandmother’s,
from California to Quincy as freshmen at Eastern Nazarene
College. While at ENN.C. the boys attended Union. Their
parting gift to their pastor was the car.

It is a classic, or soon will be. It’s the last of the “square
lines™. Ford used this popular body style for many years. It
has a mile of chrome, most of it real; two massive chrome
bumpers, and classic aluminum wire wheels. Powered by a
5.0 eight cylinder, the same engine as the Ford Mustang,
the car seemingly floats over the road.

But almost 20 years has taken its toll on the car. The
seats are faded, it needed a new rebuilt transmission and
windshield before I put it on the road, and it needs tire rods
and front brakes. It also was in dire need of a paint job.

Hence, the return from Maine and hence the point of
this letter. I brought the car home from Maine as I got a
very good quote for paint and body work at the Dorchester
Maco Auto Body.
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“Behold! I Make All Things New!”

"And he that sitteth on the throne said, '‘Behold, I make
all things new." And he saith, "Write: for these words
are faithful and true."" Revelation 21:5

June 2007

For a very reasonable price, they did an outstanding job.
The car looks brand new! It is truly amazing what new
paint does to an old car! It even seems to drive better.

When the boys gave me the old Linc a couple of years
ago, my wife rolled her eyes and my friends thought I was
crazy! True, the exhaust was shot, the windshield cracked,
and the car wouldn’t shift out of 1st gear. The clear coat
was peeling and the paint shot.

But, it was still a Lincoln and a California car with a
straight body and no rust. 1 knew what it could be if T was
willing to pay the cost. Today it looks new.

Jesus says, “behold [ make all things new” (Rev. 21:5).
Faith in Jesus can give us a new transmission as ‘we are
more than conquerors through Him who loves us’
{Romans 8:37), enabling us to shifi gears and go forward
in faith when we encounter bumps in the road of life. Faith
in Jesus gives us a ‘new windshield,” as we ‘see clearly’
(1Corinthians 13:12) through the snares of temptation,
anxiety and depression to new life in Christ, and the Bible
says that, ‘although our sins be as scarlet, God will make us
whiter than snow!” We get a new paint job on our souls.

Just as I"ve repaired an old car, making it like new, and
saving it from the junk yard, faith in Jesus can make us like
new and save us from eternal death.

Soon I'll be taking the old Linc back to Maine and will
exchange it for my ‘real car’. The Linc will rest in the
garage under a cover till the fall, when I’ll drive it down
again for a month or so. It will rest safe and secure till
called into use again.

For Christians, we too will someday rest under a cover,
the cover of God’s care in the glory of heaven, but we will
not be bored, not be asleep, and not be unused. Instead we
will be called into the joy of God’s service beyond our
wildest expectations of comfort and joy.

"Till July,

Fastor Jack
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Il. Owen Carl R , the nephew of

Bthe Pastor and son of his niece, Elizabeth

Band her husband, Dan Hill, was baptized here on
B April 15.

B2. Owen’s Great Grandmother,
BLouise Swanson, was the substitute
Norganist that day.

B3. Beth and Dan hosted a luncheon for their family,
Bfriends, and the church family following the service.

B4. The church is looking for an
l{:-rgamstfchou director.
s, Kristin McKinney, former organist
Bor Winthrop Congregational Church in
BHolbrook, is our supply organist as we "\
Bsearch for an interim and later a permanent organist.
U6, The rugs on the second floor have been cleaned
Band new furniture has been purchased for the pastor’s
Mm is engaged to

lreceptic-n area. It is beautiful. ?
!%
\
L Ve
tg —
l&mh:n Donahue of Rochelle, NY.

by New members will be received into fe]Iowship on

Uune 10th.

110, The church will be received into full @)
Imembership in the National Association S
ot Congregational Christian Churches this month.
.Martha Swanson will be our delegate at the
Icﬂnventinn in Florida.

815, Youth Day will be held
Ir:-n June 24th under the

Idire:ction of Peggy Ferris.

87 Much of the second floor is being
B done over in memory of John Andre.

's.mm Goodwin's sister,

Happenings Aroyy,
Congregatmnal

% Deacon Don Young did marvelous

11. Bob Moreau, a friend of hu Q
the church, was installed as | g o

Commodore of the Squantum =
Yacht Club on May 19th.
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12. Bob helped cook at last year’s July 4th cookout. g

13. The first of what may become an annual tradition, g
the Trinity Breakfast, will be held on

|
Trinity Sunday, June 3rd. F
14. The pastor and moderator are i
coordinating this event. F

16. Tuesday School and Mothers and Others Bible i
Study conclude on June 19 with a program for the
youth at (where else?) the Squantum Yacht Club,
and the ladies at the Inn at Bay Point. _

17. Rev. Martha Swanson and

work with the adults and children respectively.
18. Maura Devin was a tremendous help to Peggy
Ferris in teaching Sunday school.

19. Monday morning prayer ends for the summer
on Monday, June 25th and Men’s group ends on
Sunday the 24th.

20. Allison Culkin will be graduating from
Saint Ann's School this month and will
attend Fontbonne Academy in the fall.

21. Maura Devin is very proud of her sons, John and

Stephen as they graduated from ‘ [ |

|
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Northeastern in May and both now
have very exciting careers in engineering.
22. Art and Peggy Ferris are also

proud of their daughter, Lori Ferris as
she graduated from WPI. Lori will
be teaching chemistry and
attending Yale for the next 5 years |

to work for her doctorate.



Those Dour Puritans
Submitted by Stephanie Swanson

Upon hearing the word Puritan, nearly
everyone thinks of a small group of people who
were sour-faced killjoys in tall black hats with
large gold buckles on their shoes, a solemn group
of sin-obsessed witch hunters.'

On the contrary, among the Puritans were
professionals, well-to-do merchants,
manufacturers, and members of Parliament. They
had a submissive attitude toward authority, holy
service, and corporate commitment.” There is no
doubt the Puritans took sin seriously—more
seriously than Christians today, but they had good
cause. The saw themselves essentially as a “people
of Israel” in the American wilderness,’ and they
knew that success or failure relied on their
willingness to deal strongly with sin—in
themselves first, but also in those who had been
called with them to build God’s Kingdom. For the
Puritans, there could be no compromise with sin
or its presence.

A searching of the church records will
reveal the Puritans’ strict discipline, but always
tempered with great mercy. They were so strict
because they felt that their lives together depended
on living in proper order and in complete
obedience to God’s laws. When a Puritan sinned,
it affected everyone. Trayal Pore, a young Puritan
girl, brought before the county court in 1656,
confessed that “by...my sin I have not only done
what I can to pull down judgment from the Lord
on myself, but also upon the place where I live.”
Trayal Pore's sincere confession caused the
Puritan magistrates to pardon her completely.”

The Puritan magistrates’ law book was the
Bible. Based on this , they were more eager to see
a sinner come to repentance than to administer
punishment.

The Puritans were no more tolerant of sin
in their children’s lives than of sin in their own
lives. The Puritans dealt with sin in their
children’s lives as strongly as the occasion
required, sparing not for their crying.

This is the greatest difference between the
Puritan parents and parents today. Parents today
are not willing to risk losing their children’s love
by disciplining them. The Puritans would have
called this so-called love, idolatry.

The Puritans knew their children belonged
to God and that they had been entrusted into their
care by God to protect them, to train them up in
the way children should go. Parenthood was
considered a sacred responsibility. The Puritans
felt that if they failed, they would have to answer
to Christ.

This did not deter them from loving their
children. The Puritans love their children very
much, but they realized that their love should
originate in the heart of God. God’s love is filled
with compassion, but it also contains discipline
(Heb. 12:6).

Although the Puritans were serious
concerning their spiritual lives, they were not as
people think them today. The Puritans had a great
appreciation for laughter. One example occurred
during the dedication of the Old Tunnel Meeting
House in 1682. The dedication dinner was to be in
a barn, due to the number of guests attending. The
barn was beautifully decorated with bows,
hangings, and wreaths mostly brought by the
young folk. During the dinner the fowls, which
were used to living in the barn, persisted in flying
in and roosting over the table, scattering feathers
and hay on the group below. The pastor finally
threw an apple at the birds and being well aimed,
the fowl flopped on the table below. One of the
members was keeping his end of the table in a
jovial mood. Some laughed loudly and others
clapped their hands, but in the midst of it all, Mr.
Gerrish, who had led the laughing, after gaping
and laughing, found it impossible to bring his jaws
closed.

This account, among many others, shows
that these “grim™ Puritans were not always so
grim. The Devil would like to destroy the title
Puritan since he abhors the Godly example the
Puritans have set. God help Christians today to
follow the example of those dour Puritans.

:Peter Marshall and David Manuel, The Light and the Glory, Fleming H. Revell Co., Old Tappan, New Jersey, 1977, p. 170.
James Clark and Robert V. Remini, We the People, Glencoe Press, Beverly Hills, 1973, p. 40.
"Robert Flood, America, God Shed His Grace on Thee, Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, 1975, p. 52.

‘Marshall, op. cit., p. 172.



Should Christians be concerned about the environment?
(from website http://christiananswers.net)

Many people have been tummed off to
environmental issues by extremists. Environmentalists
often seem to have more concern for whales, snail
darters, and owls than they do for people. Some of them
try to make us feel guilty for being alive and using air.
Christians actually have special insight into this
controversy. We know that the present world is
temporary. The elements will someday melt with fervent
heat (2 Peter 3:10, 12). Although this gives Christians
perspective, it is certainly not a license to abuse the
earth or to be arrogant toward it. Scripture gives us two
specific commands in this regard:
1. The first command, sometimes called the
cultural mandate, is found in Genesis 1:28.
"Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the
earth and subdue it." The first part of the
command is being fulfilled, with a current
world population of more than five billion
people. The subduing of the earth involves
rulership. We have been placed in charge of
the earth as stewards. The earth does not
belong to us: it is the Lord's, including
everything in it (Ps. 24:1). We are to care for
and manage what has been given to us, and
we are responsible for the results.
2. A second biblical command appears in
Genesis 2:15: "The Lord God took the man
and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it." This was Adam's job
description, and it is also a general model for
us today. Hebrews 2:8 states that God has
put all things under our feet; we are still in
charge. To work and care for the garden, or
"dress and keep" it (KJV), meaning to make it
orderly, productive, and beautiful. The clear
conclusion is that we should indeed be
concerned about the deterioration of the
environment. Only the Christian has the
proper foundation for understanding people's
true responsibility to care for the earth.

Consider some of the
objections to environmental concern:

1. "People are more important than
things." This is true. There is no profit in gaining
the whole world and losing one's own soul (Mark
8:36). Presenting the gospel must have priority. If
we love the Lord, however, we will not turn our
backs on his artwork and gifts in the creation.
The creation gives powerful testimony to God's
glory; caring for his works is our responsibility.
The environment is important because people
are important. Their health and well-being
depend on it.

2. "Why should we be concerned with
a temporary, dying world?" In spite of sin, the
creation remains a rich testimony to God's
goodness. Stewardship of this silent witness is
an act of worship. Our bodies are also
temporary, but we care for them. Our minds will
someday be made perfect, yet we spend our
lives studying and exercising them. The same
arguments apply to caring for the present,
temporary earth.

3. "Environmentalism is just a form of
the social gospel, or even worse, it is New
Age pantheism."” True environmental care is
respect for God's handiwork, not a retum to
idolatry. Stewardship is the recognition of
humanity's high created position, not a
pantheistic ruling out of our responsibility before
God.

common

4. "We are told in Genesis 1:28 to
subdue the earth." Our dominion should not be
harsh; this verse is not a proof text to condone
littering! To subdue means to cherish and bring
out the full potential of the creation, not trash it.

Environmental issues are a major
concern of our day. Christians should do their
part to help the earth glorify God. After all, we
know the Creator. Of course, we must also
spread the gospel message, telling others about
the Creator of heaven and earth.
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St. Petersburg, FL

St. Petersburg, FL

SUNDAY MOWDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
EVERY SUNDAY 1
10:00AM WORSHIP SERVICE
11:00AM Coffee/Fellowship
7:00PM AA Mtg.
TRINITY SUNDAY 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:00AM MORNING | 12:30 MOTHERS & | MOVIE NIGHT
"The Holy Trinity" PRAYER D et 7:00 PM
Text: Romans 5:1-5 f i TUESDAY SCHOOL Wﬂ“gggﬂy s
2:00PM GREENERY PRINCESS"
WORSHIP SERVICE 7:00PM AA Mtg.
TRINITY BREAKFAST
2ND Sunday of Pentecost 10 11 12 13 |FLAG DAY 14 15 16
B:00AM MORNING 12:$ﬂ MOTHERS &
“The Faith Community” PRAYCR O STUDY and DEADLINE for NEXT
: Y-8 il TUESDAY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER ITEMS
Text: Matthew 18:15-20 m BARTY AT
2:00PM GREEMERY SQUANTUM
WORSHIP SERVICE YACHT CLUB 7:00PM AA Mtg.
3RD Sunday of Pentecost 17 18 19 20 | SUMMER 21 22 23
FATHER’S DAY &' 8:00AM MORNING BEGINS
8 PRAYER — NACCC
3% | i iz ANNUAL
“4 Father's Love” + /AN e
: 36-8: 2:00PM GREENERY 7:00 PM T MEETING
Text: Luke 7:36-8:3 WORSHIP SERVICE COUNCIL MTG. T | 7:00PM AA Mtg, | St Petersburg, FL
4TH Sunday of Pentecost 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
YOUTH DAY 8:00AM MORNING
PRAYER
“Winter, Spring, f NACCC
Summer or Fall” el ANNUAL
; 2:00PM GREENERY MEETING
Toxe eowTnig WORSHIP SERVICE | gt, Petersburg, 7:00PI8 AA Mtg.
i muur:tcr.fgmﬂs FL
ANNUAL MEETING




MARK'S MOVIES

By Mark Goodwin

Ths month's movie is
SPIDERMAN 3 starring Tobey
Maguire, Kirsten Dunst, James Franco, §
Thomas Haden Church, and Tropher
Grace. | saw this movie at the

Randolph cinema. In this third chapter Peter Parker is
bonded with an alien costume which boosts his spider
powers but takes control of him. Peter learns how to
separate himself from the costume but then it bonds with
rival photographer Eddie Brock and becomes Venom
who teams up with sandman to destroy Spiderman. When H“‘i‘:-j?'i._, QW ﬁ“w
Harry Osborn a.k.a. New Goblin learns Spiderman didn't '
kill his father he decides to help him stop Venom and
Sandman. This was a movie full of superhero action.

4 — Betty Vogel ﬂ

4 - Allison Cooley

1-Helen & Bill Roberts
2d-Karen & Tom McDonald

—  Sermon Titles forJune

June 3
Trinity Sunday
“The Holy Trinity”
TEXT: ROMANS 5:15
The Trinity Explained

June 10
2nd Sunday of Pentecost
“The Faith Community"
TEXT: MATTHEW 18:15-20
A Sermon on Congregationalism

June 17
ird Sunday of Pentecost
“A4 Father's Love”
TEXT: LUKE 7:36-8:3
God's love for the lost.

June 24
4th Sunday of Pentecost
“Winter, Spring, Summer or Fal
TEXT: PROVERBS 3
Four seasons of faith.
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' DITTY BAGS

! for Boston Seafarers Friends

: The Benevolence Committee will be

1 collecting different items each month to fill

: Ditty Bags for our Seafarers Friends. Your help
| in this mission will be greatly appreciated.

: Please remember some recipients are male, and
: some are female.

: This month is:

1 June: Soap, Shaving Cream or Lotion,

: Cologne

:{Hher items wel ime:

: Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, & Deoderant,

! Soap, Shaving Cream or Lotion, Cologne,

: Combs, Hair Brushes, Razors, Writing

: paper, Postcards, Memo Pads, Pens/Pencils,
1 Playing Cards, Small Travel Games,

: Crossword Puzzles, Sudoko, etc., Band-Aids,
: First-Aid Kits, Mending Kits, Shoe Laces,

: Shoe Polish, Gloves, Socks, Scarves, Knit

: Hats, Kleenex, Nail Clippers, Nail Files.
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