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From the Pastor's Desk. . .

THE STAIN THAT CAN'T BE COVERED

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8

When I was a teenager, I dabbled for a while in
woodworking. 1 built several book cases, several bars,
(ves, the pre-converted Pastor built several home
cocktail bars that he sold through the Patriot Ledger
newspaper) and coffee tables. I made one attempt at a
china cabinet but this turned out disastrously, not
because of the craftsmanship or the material but
because of the stain.

My grandfather, a master carpenter and cabinet
maker, died in 1970. His shop was in back of our
house in West Quincy. When I started doing
woodworking, I primarily used his remaining stock of
fine birch, solid core veneer and #1 and #2 common
pine. I also used his fine assortment of stains, lacquers
and varnishes. This was the undoing of the china
cabinet.

After the initial framing of the cabinet was done, I
hand rubbed a preliminary coat of mahogany stain on
the unfinished birch. It is always best to stain new
work as you go along rather than wait to the end of the
project, as you cover everything and avoid “holidays”
as my father referred to missed areas of the wood.

Disaster! The stain refused to dry. The stain I had
used was well past its shelf-life and the chemical
composition had begun to break down. The cabinet
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was ruined. My Dad and I tried wiping it down with
paint thinner and we placed the cabinet near the
red-hot woodstove to try to dry the stain. We even
tried to polyurethane over the stain, in an attempt to
seal it. All of these were to no avail. The cabinet
was never finished and eventually it ended up in the
woodstove.

Human beings are similarly stained by a stain
that will not dry and cannot be washed away by our
own efforts. It is a stain that can lead not to the
woodstove but to the fires of hell. It’s called sin and
we are all stained by it.

The Bible says, “All have sinned and have fallen
short of the glory of God™ (Romans 3:23), and “No
one is righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). The
Bible also says “Though your sins be as scarlet, yet |
will wash them away and make you whiter than
snow” (Isaiah 1:18).

No amount of good works or “religion” can wash
away our sins, just like no amount of paint thinner
could wash the defective wood stain off the cabinet.
Nothing could remove that stain, despite the best
efforts of my father and me.

But Jesus, and only Jesus, can remove the stain
of sin from our lives, and He does so by, and only
by the blood He shed for us on Calvary!

In His Name,
Pastor Jack






