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From the Pastor's Desk. . .

THE STAIN THAT CAN'T BE COVERED

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8

When I was a teenager, I dabbled for a while in
woodworking. 1 built several book cases, several bars,
(ves, the pre-converted Pastor built several home
cocktail bars that he sold through the Patriot Ledger
newspaper) and coffee tables. I made one attempt at a
china cabinet but this turned out disastrously, not
because of the craftsmanship or the material but
because of the stain.

My grandfather, a master carpenter and cabinet
maker, died in 1970. His shop was in back of our
house in West Quincy. When I started doing
woodworking, I primarily used his remaining stock of
fine birch, solid core veneer and #1 and #2 common
pine. I also used his fine assortment of stains, lacquers
and varnishes. This was the undoing of the china
cabinet.

After the initial framing of the cabinet was done, I
hand rubbed a preliminary coat of mahogany stain on
the unfinished birch. It is always best to stain new
work as you go along rather than wait to the end of the
project, as you cover everything and avoid “holidays”
as my father referred to missed areas of the wood.

Disaster! The stain refused to dry. The stain I had
used was well past its shelf-life and the chemical
composition had begun to break down. The cabinet
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was ruined. My Dad and I tried wiping it down with
paint thinner and we placed the cabinet near the
red-hot woodstove to try to dry the stain. We even
tried to polyurethane over the stain, in an attempt to
seal it. All of these were to no avail. The cabinet
was never finished and eventually it ended up in the
woodstove.

Human beings are similarly stained by a stain
that will not dry and cannot be washed away by our
own efforts. It is a stain that can lead not to the
woodstove but to the fires of hell. It’s called sin and
we are all stained by it.

The Bible says, “All have sinned and have fallen
short of the glory of God™ (Romans 3:23), and “No
one is righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). The
Bible also says “Though your sins be as scarlet, yet |
will wash them away and make you whiter than
snow” (Isaiah 1:18).

No amount of good works or “religion” can wash
away our sins, just like no amount of paint thinner
could wash the defective wood stain off the cabinet.
Nothing could remove that stain, despite the best
efforts of my father and me.

But Jesus, and only Jesus, can remove the stain
of sin from our lives, and He does so by, and only
by the blood He shed for us on Calvary!

In His Name,
Pastor Jack
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l. Our Lenten Wednesday ﬁjl =

i Evening Program went very well.
I 2. Each Wednesday evening we gathered at 6:30 p.m.

TR I'Em'l!l'r'ﬁ .

I for a good supper, a good read and some good music.

g 3- The supper was a hearty soup and
g hot fresh bread prepared by the pastor. |
g 4 The read was a chapter from “When the Sun
i Vanishes, New Hope for Dark Days, ,

g 5- The music was by local and not ‘
j S0 local musicians; March 7th our own Jim Rickert,
1 March 14 our own Allison Cooley, March 21st Ms.
g Mary Ann Winsip who lives in Chelsea and serves
g on the Board of Seafarers Friend Society with the
g Pastor, and March 28th our own Louise Swanson.

g 6. Our Lenten Services of different communion

g Liturgies also went well. @:‘f 2

g 7- On March 4th we worshiped to the (w
j service order of Choral Evensong, on S

e

g March 11 we enjoyed having Mark Bishop Eva
j lead worship and enjoyed a simple contemporary

g read by the author, Rev. Martha Swansen.

J service with communion on the 18th once again we

i enjoyed our annual Celtic Worship Service with the
§ choir performing Saint Patrick’s Breastplate, and on
i the 25th we conducted worship according to the

I Evangelical and Reformed Tradition. 4

B 8. Tuesday School made cards for shut-ins

§l and crosses for the church bulletins this

§ month,

B 9. The Prayer Banner returned the first Sunday of

B Lent and will remain in use through Easter.

S R

| banner.

---‘

10. For the last couple of years, little paper cmssei:
are distributed to the congregation each week in the B
bulletin. Folks at worship are encouraged to write a B
prayer request on the cross and place it in the tm i
collection plate as it goes by. Each Monday morning g

pra}rer and
then placed on the I::anner I T

11. Last year we had c-ver 150 crol:ﬂ placed’on the
13. The bronze crucifix has rcplaced
the cross on the altar for Lent.

14. It belonged to Rev. Avers (pastor 191&-1954}
15. The big wooden cross is back in the
sanctuary for Lent.

the crosses are read at Monday mormi

12. Speaking of crosses

16. It will leave the sanctuary on Good Friday, Ap:rﬂ (]
6th following the 3:00 p.m. Good Friday Service and g
will be carried to First Baptist church Braintree (4.2 g
miles) for the 7:30 ]:- m. Good Friday Service,

3:00 p.m. Good Fru:ia:-,r Service.
18. Our Pastor Jack will preach at the

19. In between, folks from both churches will carry
the cross from Wollaston to Braintree.

20. What a witness! _
21. We are invited to have dinner 1 %%: & .
at First Baptist at 6:00 p.m. Good Fnda}r T]lﬂ churt:h i
is located at 594 Washington Street, Braintree [ |
(between Braintree and South Braintree Square). |
22. Jody Killeffer, fellowship Deacon of First 1
Baptist is planning an Easter egg hunt at G
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Easter and Holvy Week

TEXT: JOHN 17:20-26

| Sermon Titles for April I! ':II' Schedule at UCC
:If!.i- i g Al b
e April 1 ? !'| Sunday April 1st
| PALM SUNDAY ln Palm Sunday
“Jesus Prays for His Disciples” IH‘ 9:00 AM Breakfast
TEXT: JOHN 17:6-19 ﬂ; Hosted by Christ Church Middleboro
\ l | 10:00 AM Grand Processional and Passion Narrative
April 8 li"!
EASTER SUNDAY ! I Monda il 2nd
“Jesus Prays for Us!” |||} 8:30 AM Morning Prayer

with Holy Communion

April 15

2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER

“Bad Evening in the Garden”
TEXT: JOHN 18:1-11

Wednesday April 4th
6:00 PM Final Bread, Book and Song

April 22
3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
“Annas, the High Priest”

TEXT: JOHN 18:12-14 & 19-24

April 29
4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
“Jesus Who?” Walk of the Cross to First Baptist Church
TEXT: JOHN 18:15-18 & 25-27 mu ' 594 Washington Street Braintree
;ﬁ,@?‘mﬁ__—_ﬁw‘ﬁ 6:30 PM Dinner at First Baptist Church, Braintree
O o o e e I | 7:30 PM Closing Good Friday Service at First Baptist

[ ATE
AhTARETH 1

"And Jesus answered him, The first of all the
commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our
God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength:
this is the first commandment. And the second
is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. There is none other

<
E Saturday April 7th
Holy Saturday
10:00AM-5:00PM Annual showing of Jesus of Nazareth)
5:30 PM Holy Saturday Liturgy

Sunday April 8th »:“‘“ .
Easter Sunrise Service _i_._ i 13 -

6:30 AM on Wollaston Beach between the Yacht Clubs.
10:00 AM Main Service

commandment greater than these."
Mark 12:29:31




What happens to those who have never heard the Gospel?
The traditional Christian position on this subject is that no one can or ever will be saved apart from Christ.
Jesus Himself once made the following categorical statement: "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father, but through Me." (John 14:6) Yet in the case of a native tribesman living deep in
some remote African jungle who has never heard of Jesus Christ, what will God do--if He is, in fact, a just
God?

Many theologians teach that "God will give eternal life to anyone who responds to His general revelation in
nature and in conscience... [however this] doesn't mean that a person can be saved apart from Christ. It would
be that the blood of Christ or the sacrifice of Christ was applied to that person even though he did not have
any conscious knowledge of Christ." (as quoted from William Lane Craig in a debate held at Willow Creek
Community Church, June 27, 1993). Romans chapters 1 and 2, referring to the general revelation of God in
His creation, is often cited for this response. But this position can only be inferred--it is not explicitly stated
anywhere in Scripture.

What actually happens to those who have not heard the gospel of Christ depends upon several factors.

1. It depends first of all (but not finally) on how they have responded to God's general revelation.
In the case of those who have neglected or rejected such general revelation (no doubt the case with the vast
majority of those who have never heard of Christ), they're lost, condemned for all eternity to a real hell. But
note--they are not condemned for what they haven't heard. They are judged for what they have heard and
rejected. In this sense, as R.C. Sproul rightly states, "there are no innocent people in the world."

7 In the case, however, of the one who has never heard of Christ, yet sincerely worships God as he
knows Him, and lives consistently with moral law as he understands it, we do have some grounds (Acts 10
et al) to believe that God may be pleased to grant a further special revelation involving the Gospel of Christ
Himself, which one would then, in turn, either accept or reject. Exactly how or when would God arrange for
such a further revelation? Might I Peter 3:18-20 or 4:6 somehow correlate with Romans 2:16 here? The
Scripture allows many such details to remain hidden, while being uneguivocal about the fact that God will
judge with perfect justice (Psalm 98:9). (Could this be what is happening on a widespread basis in the
Muslim world today?)

Does all this detail somehow seem trivial to you? Be certain that it is not! In fact, this subject in all of its
related subtlety is absolutely critical. Among other things, for instance, correct Biblical exegesis on this
subject provides an unequaled incentive for the continued Christian mission of proclaiming the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. As Romans 10:14 says,"How then shall they call upon Him in whom
they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they
hear without a preacher?"

Taken from website: http://christiananswers.net/g-aiia/godfair.htmi

I myself must believe through faith that God is always in control and knows many things we can not know
or understand, and I #rusf that He will not let anyone savable be denied. As Jesus say in Luke 19:40, "I tell
you that if these (His disciples) should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.” If this is true,
which I believe it is, He will make Himself known to all who will accept Him, even in places where His
disciples do not go. Thank you Lord Jesus. Peggy Ferris
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SERVICE

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
PALM SUNDAY 1 F s 3 4 IMAUNDY 5 GOOD FRIDAY 6 | HOLY SATURDAY 7
[13 r .
Jesus Prays for His 8:00AM MORNING | 12:30 MOTHERS : THURSDAY 300 Figggetvios at 10-00AM — 5:00 PM
Disciples” PRAYERWITH | & OTHERS BIBLE 6:00 PM ane Mhumhs to | ANNUAL SHOWING OF
R HOLY STUDY and I e i i an
90 AMBroaklastHosted by | commmon | Tomom | LRCAD, | T:30Seiceof | R Enirch |  “JESUS OF NAZARETH
10:00 AM - Grand SLoL Communion & Braintree i
Processional & IPs SONG Tenehrae 6:30 PM, Dinner at
Passion Narrative 2:00PM A Lenten First Baptist Church
GREENERY Program E; % 7 J{II PM Closing
WORSHIP a at
11:15 AM YOUTH CHOIR SERVICE ii F",s aptist 5:30 PM Holy Saturday
7:00PM AA Mtg, Liturgy
EASTER SUNDAY _——8- 10 11 13 14
6:30 AM Eastér Su e Selion 12:30 MOTHERS | 7:00 PM
& OTHERS BIBLE
A C'” GHG'R STUDY and MOVIE DEADLINE for NEXT
TUESDAY NIGHT NEWSLETTER ITEMS
}‘l} :00 AM SeHOOL “Brother Sun,
Jflsi'«fsl ?ﬂ Sister Moon”
Hunt fdi‘ Children 7:00PM CHOIR 7:00PM AA Mtg.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Patriots Day 7:00 PM
“Bad Evening in the Office Closed COUNCIL
Garden™ e, MTG.
7:00PM CHOIR T:00PM AA Mtg.
No Sunday School Quincy Public Schools VACATION WEEK
22| 24 | 25 26 27 28
8:00AM MORNING ' B“““w 2
“Annas, the High Priest” | 5 PRAYER 1230moTHERs | = 0%
& OTHERS BIBLE
i1 2:00Pm STUDY and 7:00 PM
Sunday School Restarts ' GREENERY TUESDAY MOVIE ﬁ ﬁ
WORSHIP SCHOOL
SERVICE NIGHT
| “ uther” 7:00PM CHOIR 7:00PM AA Mtg.
29 30 EVERY SUNDAY
“Josus Who?” 8:00AM MORNING 9:00AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
FRAYER 10:00AM WORSHIP SERVICE
2-00PM *@\ 11:00AM Coffee/Fellowship
Lo I 5:30 PM Youth Bible Study
it 7:30PM MEN'S GROUP




Men’s Group
Spring Schedule
3/18/07 — 4/1/07 Book of Titus
4/8/07 — Easter No Group
4/15/07 - 5/6/07 Book Psalms
5/13/07 — Mother’s Day No Group
5/20/07 — Old Testament overview
6/3/07 — New Testament overview
6/10/07 — Men’s Group Ends with Barbecue at
Squantum Yacht Club
9/9/07 Men’s Group Begins with Dinner at Durgin
Park

Our Men’s Group meets on Sunday evenings in
our church parlor and is open to all men of the
church and wider church community. We meet at
7:30 p.m. for Bible Study, Prayer, and reflection.

13 — Jean Ball
20 — Amy Downey-Whalen
22 — Betty Rideout

23 - Bonnie Marcel

24 — June Marden

25 — Edith Lombard

9 — Pat & Bob Maguire
28 — Karen & Matthew Whalen
30 — Lorraine Gill & Don Young

F IRRTTRIT RN TR RN ]

h (LIRS LR LR R RPN T RN

APRIL MOVIE NIGHTS

2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAYS
April 11, 2007
"Brother Sun, Sister Moon"

"Brother Sun, Sister Moon" focuses on the early
years of Francis of Assisi, who saught communion
with the natural world by renouncing his family's
riches to seek his own destiny unencumbered by
material possessions. Francis was, in a sense,
history's first "drop-out"; he left a life of comfort
to seek a spiritual union with the world.

April 25. 2007
"Luther"

Joseph Fiennes (Shakespeare in Love)stars as
Martin Luther, the brilliant man of God whose
defiant actions changed the world, in this "epic,
ravishingly beautiful" film that traces Luther's
extraordinary and exhilarating quest for the
people’s liberation.

"And when you stand praying, if you hold anything
against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in
heaven may forgive you your sins." Mark 11:25

WISDOM OF THE STOOGES
(Wit, Wisdom and Knowledge for Living)
PLAYING THE PONIES

Featuring Moe, Larry and Curly
Released: 1937-10-15

Moe, Larry and Curly are three restaurant owners
who want to make money faster through horse
racing. They get suckered into buying a broken down
nag named Thunderbolt, but fortunately the Stooges
have a secret weapon: hot pepperinos!

From Website: http://threestooges.net/index.php







