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Book Review:  “And the Angels were Silent: 
The Final Week of Jesus” by Max Lucado                                       
Submitted by Lorraine Gill Young     

 
 For Lenten reading, I picked up “And 
the Angels were Silent” from the Wilson 
Library.  Louise Swanson had recommended 
Lucado to me and I had read only short 

devotional pieces of his – never any of his 
books.  The title certainly seemed 
appropriate for Lent.   
 Lucado writes in a very informal 
preaching style, much as if he’s mulling 
ideas over with a friend.  He shares stories 
from his own life, muses over details, 
sometimes jokes.  But he has a vibrant 
imagination, a keen mind, a deep knowledge 
of Scripture, and a clear, friendly writing 
style.  He is able to put us at the scene of 
Jesus’ last days and recreate those episodes 
vividly in our minds. 
 He also ponders over details that 
have long been accepted at face value.  For 
example, when he is writing of Jesus’ Palm 
Sunday entry into Jerusalem, he ponders 
over who owned the donkey and how did he 
come to give it up so easily.  Had God 
spoken to him to prepare him for this 
occasion?  Did he know what a momentous 
occasion it was?  He concludes that we need 
to be ready to give to God whatever is 
required of us, without knowing how it may 
be used. 
 In another section which amused and 
delighted me, he speculates on whether there 
is a museum in heaven and what it might 
contain – Moses’ rod, pieces of the ark, 
David’s slingshot, the donkey’s reins? 
 We can imagine that Jesus would 
have been especially aware of feeding his 
flock during his last days, so these are days 
and episodes that demand our special 
attention.  Reading Lucado’s thoughts on 
this time has been especially meaningful to 
me in this Lenten season.  Many thanks to 
you, Louise! 
 

We are eager to have a wide representation 
from the congregation in the Book Review 
column.  Members are encouraged to submit 
reviews of books they have enjoyed.  Please 
give them to Don or Lorraine Young, who 
are coordinating this column, or email them 
to don@beld.net                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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Palm Sunday – April 5th 

9:00 a.m. - Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 
7:00 p.m. – Men’s Group 
 

Monday – April 6th 
8:30 a.m. – Morning Prayer 
2:00 p.m. – Worship at Greenery 
 

Tuesday – April 7th 
12:30 p.m. – Tuesday School/Mothers and 
Others Bible Study 
 

Wednesday – April 8th 
6:00 p.m. Light Supper and Movie  
“The Fourth Wiseman” 
 

Maundy Thursday – April 9th 
7:00 p.m. Holy Communion and Tenebrae 
 

Good Friday – April 10th 
Morning – Worship at Atrium and Eventide  
3:00 p.m. – Worship Service at UCC 
3:30 p.m. Walk of the Cross to First Baptist 
Church Braintree 
6:30 – Dinner at First Baptist Church, 
Braintree 
7:30 – Worship Service at First Baptist 
Church 
 

Holy Saturday – April 11th 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. “Jesus of Nazareth 
Movie-thon” 
5:30 p.m. – Evening Prayer 
 

Easter Sunday 
6:30 a.m. - Worship Service on the Beach 
10:00 a.m. – Worship Service – Holy 
Communion and Sermon, Easter Egg Hunt 
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 “God seems so far away…if only I 
could see or hear Him.”  Have you ever felt 
this way – struggling with loneliness, 
burdened by despair, riddled with sin, 
overwhelmed by problems?  Made in God’s 
image, we were created to have a close 
relationship with Him; thus, when 
fellowship is broken, we are incomplete and 
need restoration.  Communion with the 
living God is the essence of worship.  It is 
vital, touching the very core of our lives.  
Perhaps this is why a whole book of the 
Bible is dedicated to worship.  After Israel’s 
dramatic exit from Egypt, the nation was 
camped at the foot of Mount Sinai to listen 
to God (Exodus 19 to Numbers 10).  It was a 
time of resting, teaching, building and 
meeting with Him face to face.  Redemption 
in Exodus is the foundation for cleansing, 
worship, and service in Leviticus. 
 The overwhelming message of 
Leviticus is the holiness of God – “Be holy 
because I, the Lord your God, am holy” 
(19:2).  But how can unholy people 
approach a holy God?  The answer – first sin 
must be dealt with.  Thus the opening 
chapters of Leviticus give detailed 
instructions for offering sacrifices, which 
were the active symbols of repentance and 
obedience.  Whether bulls, grain, goats, or 
sheep, the sacrificial offerings had to be 
perfect, with no defects or bruises – picture 
of the ultimate sacrifice to come, Jesus, the 
Lamb of God.  Jesus has come and opened 
the way to God by giving up His life as the 
final sacrifice in our place.  True worship 
and oneness with God begin as we confess 
our sin and accept Christ as the only one 
who can redeem us from sin and help us 
approach God. 
 The final emphasis in Leviticus is 
celebration.  The book gives instructions for 
the feasts.  These were special, regular, and 
corporate occasions for remembering what 
God had done, giving thanks to Him, and 

rededicating lives to His service (chapter 
23).  Our Christian traditions and holidays 
are different, but they are necessary 
ingredients of worship.  We, too, need 
special days of worship and celebration with 
our spiritual brothers and sisters to 
remember God’s goodness in our lives. 
 As you read Leviticus, rededicate 
yourself to holiness, worshiping God in 
private confession, public service, and group 
celebration.                                                                                                                                             
Vital Statistics:  
PURPOSE:  A handbook for the priests and 
Levites outlining their duties in worship, and 
a guidebook of holy living for the Hebrews. 
AUTHOR: Moses            
ORIGINAL AUDIENCE: The people of 
Israel.                  
DATE WRITTEN: 1445 – 1444 BC.    
WHERE WRITTEN: In the desert during 
Israel’s wanderings, somewhere in the Sinai 
Peninsula.    
SETTING: At the foot of Mount Sinai.  God 
is teaching the Israelites how to live as holy 
people.                                                                                                                                                        
KEY VERSE:  “Be holy because I, the Lord 
your God, am holy.” (19:2)                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
KEY PEOPLE: Moses, Aaron, Nadab, 
Abihu, Elezear, Ithmar 
KEY PLACE: Mount Sinai 
SPECIAL FEATURE: Holiness is 
mentioned more times (152) than in any 
other book of the Bible. 
THE BLUEPRINT: 
     Worshiping a Holy God (1:1 – 17:16) 
          Instructions for the offerings, the 
priests, the people and the altar 
     Living a Holy Life (18:1 – 27:34 
          Standards for the People, Rules for 
Priests, Seasons and Feasts, Receiving 
God’s Blessing 
Life Application Study Bible, New 
International Version; Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc, Wheaton, Illinois, and 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, 1997; Page 154



 


