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 Thank goodness” or “what a shame” 
are equally valid responses to the above 
statement.  A couple of years back, the late 
John Andre lent me his totally restored 1964 
Buick Rivera for Martha and my wedding 
anniversary.  What a beauty that car was!  
We had a truly magnificent driving 
experience.  John had totally restored it.  
The 64 Buick is considered one of the finest 
cars G.M. produced in the 1960’s.  It had a 
large V8 engine with dual carburetors, a 
deep dish steering wheel, bucket seats and 
power everything.  Everywhere we stopped, 
people would admire it, and I really enjoyed 
driving it.  But it sure didn’t drive like my 
2003 Taurus.   
 Yes, I found that my Taurus handled 
a lot better and was far more responsive and, 
if I am honest, more road-worthy than the 64 
Buick.  I discovered this much to my 
surprise after driving the Buick for a couple 
of days and then switching back to my 
Taurus.   
 This should not have been a surprise.  
There is 40 years of technology between the 
two vehicles.  The Taurus benefits from four 
decades of research and development.  
Modern cars are better in nearly all, if not 
all, areas.  For example, modern cars not 
only have anti –lock brakes but, since the 
eighties, front and rear brakes on all cars are 
independently connected to the master 
cylinder, making total loss of brakes 
virtually impossible.  Rack and pinion 
steering, advances in front end assembly and 
tire manufacture make virtually any car 
today superior in handling.  Cars today are 

also much safer than the cars of yesterday 
and they last far longer.  Both of our family 
cars have well over 100,000 miles on them.  
Few cars of the sixties and even seventies 
lasted that long. 
 Still, that Buick of John’s was some 
car.  I believe that, as much as modern cars 
are safer, better engineered and (truth be 
told) better built than those of years ago; 
they all look alike!  Gone is the individual 
character and distinctiveness of brand.  In 
1964, no two cars looked like.  The 64 
Buick was “boat-tailed,” the 64 Caddy had 
fins, the 64 Chevy II was square, the 64 
Chevy Impala was big and square with quad 
tail lights on each side, etc, etc.  Today the 
Camry resembles the Sable which looks like 
the Lexus only with a bit less trim.   
 Gone are the cars of old.  Thank 
goodness AND what a shame. 
 
 Pastor Jack 
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 Remember the childhood game 
“follow the leader”?  The idea was to mimic 
the antics of the person in front of you in the 
line of boys and girls winding through the 
neighborhood.  Being a follower was all 
right, but being leader was the most fun, 
creating imaginative routes and tasks for 
everyone else to copy. 
 In real life, great leaders are rare.  
Often, men and women are elected or 
appointed to leadership positions, but then 
falter or fail to act.  Others abuse their power 
to satisfy their egos, crushing their subjects 
and squandering resources.  But without 
faithful, ethical, and effective leaders, 
people wander. 
 For 40 years, Israel had journeyed a 
circuitous route through the desert, but not 
because they were following their leader.     
Quite the opposite was true – with failing 
faith, they had refused to obey God and to 
conquer Canaan.  So they wandered.  
Finally, the new generation was ready to 
cross the Jordan and possess the land.  
Having distinguished himself as a man of 
faith and courage (he and Caleb gave the 
minority spy report recorded in Numbers 
13:30 – 14:9), Joshua was chosen to be 
Moses’ successor.  This book records 
Joshua’s leadership of the people of God as 
they finish their march and conquer the 
promised land.   
 Joshua was a brilliant military leader 
and a strong spiritual influence.  But the key 
to his success was his submission to God.  
When God spoke, Joshua listened and 
obeyed.  Joshua’s obedience served as a 
model.  As a result, Israel remained faithful 
to God throughout Joshua’s lifetime. 
 The book of Joshua is divided into 
two main parts.  The first narrates the events 
surrounding the conquest of Canaan.  After 
crossing the Jordan River on dry ground, the 

Israelites camped near the mighty city of 
Jericho.  God commanded the people to 
conquer Jericho by marching around the city 
13 times, blowing trumpets, and shouting.  
Because they followed God’s unique battle 
strategy, they won (chapter 6).  After the 
destruction of Jericho, they set out against 
the small town of Ai.  Their first attack was 
driven back because one of the Israelites 
(Achan) had sinned (chapter 7).  After the 
men of Israel stoned Achan and his family – 
purging the community of its sin – the 
Israelites succeeded in capturing Ai (chapter 
8).  In their next battle against the Amorites, 
God even made the sun stand still to aid 
them in their victory (chapter 10).  Finally, 
after defeating other assorted Canaanites, led 
by Jabin and his allies (chapter 11), they 
possessed most of the land. 
 Part two of the book of Joshua 
records the assignments and settlement of 
the captured territory (chapters 13 – 22).  
The book concludes with Joshua’s farewell 
address and his death (chapters 23, 24). 
 Joshua was committed to obeying 
God, and this book is about obedience.  
whether conquering enemies or settling the 
land, God’s people were required to do it 
God’s way.  In his final message to the 
people, Joshua underscored the importance 
of obeying God.  “So be very careful to love 
the Lord your God” (23:11), and “chose for 
yourselves this day whom you will 
serve….But as for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord (24:15).  Read Joshua 
and make a fresh commitment to obey God 
today.  Decide to follow your Lord wherever 
He leads and whatever it costs. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Life Application Study Bible, New 
International Version; Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc, Wheaton, Illinois, and 
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