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Tnow the Pastor's Desh. . Hgdl

As we enter into the season of Lent, let us reflect for
a moment on our unworthiness and His worthiness, or
rather His righteousness and our unrighteousness.

Let us remember that Jesus did not hang on the Cross
because He had nothing else to do on Good Friday
afternoon, or “to show us a better way.”

Let us remember Christianity is the only way. Jesus
said in John 14 “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
No one comes to the Father, but by Me.”

Lent is a time when we are confronted with the depth
of the Christian message and the personal necessity of
making the choice of God’s way or our way (both do
offer a “highway,” one to heaven, one to hell).

We do have a choice, but we need to always
remember that the only reason we have a choice is
because Jesus first made a choice. He chose to love us
so much, that He died for our sins, “a death He freely

Worship Service 10:00 AM Sunday

March 2007

March 4
“How to Lose Friends and
Influence People”
TEXT: John 15:18-16:4

March 11
“The Work of the Holy Spirit”
TEXT: John 16:5-16

March 18
“From Grief to Joy”
TEXT: John 16:17-33

March 25
“Jesus’ Personal Prayer”

chose™ as we say during each Communion Service. i#’é
Lent comes from the Latin word for “Lengthening.” -
As spring and Easter approach, the days get longer.
They lengthen, as do our lives. Lent reminds us of our E'
mortality. Lent begins in the solemnity of Ash s
Wednesday, a day in which we are reminded that “dust =

we:are ani oy diest we-shall cetumn.® Leat cads.in Haster iEvery Wednesday evening in Lent, 4

TEXT: John 17:1-5

with the triumph of life over death by the mighty Ebegimling on March 7th, ending
resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

So let us “do Lent.” That is, let us truly know and ? fon March 28th, and featuring a
reflect on our mortality. But let us do so in the light of :Fellc-wshlp Meal, a Reading from the book

Jesus’ immortality and the joy of His offer of triumph in '“Wﬁgﬂ the Sun Vanishes, New Hﬂpefﬂr
this lif d 1
s life over any adversity and life eternal in glory and & _Dark Days” by Rev. Martha Swanson,
joy in the next.
In Christ :and Music by an area artist.
Pastor Jack '1"0 be held in Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m.
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1. Mark Goodwin has ° 12. Alison Cooley and Rev wanson have '
- joined the Diaconate. ' developed an evening Lenten Program for March. It will
B > Fe dhiadowcd Seaia: Diardn I un feature a Light Supper, a Brief Reading and Reflection on a E
i on February 18th to learn the ropes. chapter of Rev. Swanson’s book and Special Music. §
O McDonald has returned 13. “Bread, Book and Song” will be held on each |
1 i the Board of Disiciis. Dy Wednesday evening in March beginning on March 7th. I
B 4, The Deacons are once again offering iff[‘ﬂl’lt 14. Featured artists who will perform are Jim Rickerton |
# Communion Services throughout Lent. 3/7; Alison Cooley on 3/14; Maryanne Winsip on 3/21. |
B 5. They are as follows: February 25th - The artist on 3/28 will be announced. ]

g Regular Communion Service with the
5 Common Chalice; March 4th — Choral
Evensong with Communion; March 1 1th

15. Lack of financial resources necessitated the giving up ofg

the Rock School House in Middleboro as the

symeeting place of Christ Congregational I

_ ” Church. ?

" Celtic Service with Communion; March 25th — I6. This resulted in the cancellation of our —
Pilgrim Order of Communion; and April 1st - annual combined Ash Wednesday Service.

B Regular Communion Service. 17. The congregation of Christ Church
worshiped with us on the 11th.

B 6. Singer Mark Bishop Evans will jg
18. They are now worshiping in a parishioner’s home in

Non-Liturgical Communion; March 18th

B lead Worship on the 11th.
B 7. Two Guest Preachers gave the sermon in February. Wareham, and at other churches, including at least once a
§ 8 Rev. Loring Carpenter led Worship and gave the month here at UCC. This will also give Rev. Marthaan J
§ message on February 18th while the Pastor and family opportunity to speak at other churches on Sunday mornings.|j
g cnioyed February School Vacation in Maine. 19. Christ Church owns property in Middleboro and plansg

3 9. Mr. Jay MacDougall, Elder and Music

Director at Tri-City Covenant Church,
Somersworth, NH, and brother-in-law of

i Peggy and Art Ferris joined our Pastor

on the 25th and gave the message.

to build a small chapel as funds become available.

20. Pastor Jack and Rev. Martha helped gather Christ
Church in 1991. Pastor Jack left Christ Church in 1994 to

become our Pastor, 7
21. The Super Bowl party was super! kjﬁ?ﬁ'}.ﬂ

i 0. Speaking of February Vacation in We had 20 people gathered in the Guild %ﬁh
I Maine, the Culkins also spent time in Room on the 4th. A

B Maine and connected with the Swansons. y
B !1. Peggy Ferris ran our Movie Night on g

B three evenings in February. We saw
g "The Ten Commandments” in 2 parts
i and "Lilies of the Valley."

22. New Members will be received into ‘ )

1

fellowship on Maundy Thursday. ./
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heart, all ye that hope in the Lord. Psalm 31:24
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Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your j
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iMen’s Column | | BOOK REVIEW o
Submitted by Louise Swanson é 'ﬁ-_ X

L T |

| Excerpts from an Interview with George Barna,
o taken from the Internet

sl

R

When the Sun Vanishes

New Hope for Dark Days E

! By Rev. Martha Morath SwansSon
j* [ have read and reread the book titled, When the s

Mr. Barna is the President of Barna Researchl : Sun Vanishes, New Hope for Dark Days by Rcv.:
IGroup, and is an expert on Faith in Christ as it relates] | Martha Swanson, published by Good Shepherd |
jto Church Growth. [ heard him speak at a recent] ¥ Publications. The book is $20.00 with then
jevangelical conference in Boston named Congress. | : proceeds going to Good Shepherd Ministries. Thiﬁ:
I I } book reaffirms my love for Jesus and tells of His |

""""" the vast majority of people when they 1 never ending love for me and for all of His faithful
make their decisions never consider what their faith_1? i

; 1 1 followers. I
has to say about that situation, particularly what the
Bible has to say about it. Instead, what they look at is:" ! ; )

I What do people expect me to do? What have I done in! :abﬂut the Prodigal Son, about Jesus feeding thﬂ:
lthe past that didn’t get me into trouble? What wouldl ¥ 2-000, and other stories of His time on earth. There
Ibe easiest to do right now? So those become thel :arechapters on love and chapters on loneliness. In:
Ilimiting decision-making factors that we turn to.l :reading this book, you will be following Jesus c-n:
IInstead, what we have to be doing is to be thinking] 1 the dusty roads He traveled, being there as Hen
Jover a three-to five-year period of time ‘How can Iy [ blesses people, heals the sick and brings them |

jexpose people to all the elements that Scripture givesl : hope. The chapters on loneliness bring the reader:
us to us that would help us to understand what it MEANS) 4 even closer to Jesus and give hope for the future. 1
1

1

'to truly be a Christian.” Not to just understand what it_ 1 Pl RN 1if
means (o be a Christian, but to truly be a Christian, to, | _ o e 1 oo (LWL renew your fife. 1
act like a Christian. When we look at the values,” r========= .- -
Ilifestyles, the moral perspectives and behaviors of! EEMHM .
IChristians, we can see that there’s virtually nol ! The Deacons voted recently to resume
ldifference between Christians and non-Christiansl  collection of groceries for the Food Pantry at

* * l
| we re happy to take the label of Christian andl : Quincy Crisis Center on Sunda-y-s duﬁng Lent.

Iﬂﬂt hﬂ\'re to deal with the l‘esp()nSIbllit}' Part of that lSI E This is the 0I"I|y' fﬂﬂd panw in 1hE area tha,t

>eoeumo of-an mheencerol leadeaship inchorehis., "o : delivers to people who are unable to get to a

jsee, most of the churches in America have noy LT :
IGnd-given vision that they’re centered on. And so, " gopaymoe -, || peopls; handicappad

what do we wind up doing? We revert to playing the,  0lk- There will be a box in the narthex of the

religious game. Let’s have more programs, let’s get. s church Sunday mornings into which you may

more people in the seats, let’s built a bunch lcrfl E put your donations of groceries, which may be
Ihuildings — all the things about which the world would! ! anything other than food packaged in glass or
Isay, *Ah, that’s a success.” This has nothing to do with! + requiring refrigeration. The children in Tuesday
1God’s ‘“-"':l“a“‘)fl “j “Are you holy? Are bisin Gbﬂdi?m?' E School will decorate appropriately a box for
IAre you serving? Do you want to be like Christ?’} : these donations. Thank you for what you can
B | E do for the needy folk of our city.
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hitpedwww.homileticsonline.com/

subscriber/interviews/barna.asp
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It is a truly inspiring 200 page book. We read:



Is God biased? Is it fair to save only some?
QUOTES TAKEN FROM WEBSITE http:/ichristiananswers.net/g-aiia/godfair.html

Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, once said,

"Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the
way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those
who enter by it" (Matthew 7:13, NASV).

If it is true that many more people on this planet will
end up spiritually lost than saved, how can we
realistically consider God fair?

[f by "fair" we insist on meaning that God be absolutely
equitable in how He relates to, or gifts, every individual,
then we end up with what may amount to an impossible
criteria for even an omnipotent God. No two individuals
--not even clones-- could ever be given the exact same
gifts and circumstances in life. But if by "fair" we mean
decent, just, good, gracious, and objective — then yes,
God is eminently fair to all men.

There is, of course, also a sense in which God, who alone
knows and is able to factor in every nuance and detail of
an individual's personality, awareness, background,
abilities, life-circumstance, and potential response(s) to
general revelation, may already have conceivably been
fully equitable (if such could ever be known) in His
relationship with men. (Daryl E. Witmer)

But... if a man can't choose God until or unless God has
first chosen him, and drawn him in grace to Himself
(John 6:44), and if God does not draw all men equally, or
offer the exact same opportunity to all men to be saved,
then it would certainly seem that He is being partial.

Consider...

"...who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The
thing molded will not say to the molder, "Why did &
vou make me like this,’ will it?"--Romans 9:20 ;

"For there is no partiality with God"--Romans 2:1 1

"Partiality, in the sense that objectors commonly use the
word, is impossible in the sphere of grace. It can exist
only in the sphere of justice, where the persons concerned
have certain claims and rights."-Loraine Boettner

(in The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, © 1932 P&R
Publishing)

"Damnation is rendered to the wicked as a matter of debt,
Jjustice and desert, whereas the grace given to those who
are delivered is free and unmerited, so that the
condemned sinner cannot allege that he is unworthy of
his punishment, nor the saint vaunt or boast as if he were
worthy of his reward. Thus, in the whole course of this
procedure, there is no respect of persons."--Augustine

"If it be objected that God must give every man an
opportunity to be saved, we reply that the outward call
does give every man who hears it an opportunity to be
saved. The message is: 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be saved."--Loraine Boettner

(in The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, © 1932
P&R Publishing)

"A beggar who contemptuously rejects the five dollars

offered by a benevolent man, cannot charge stinginess

upon him because after this rejection of the five dollars
he does not give him ten."--W.G.T. Shedd

"If it be asked, Why does God not bestow the same or
equal blessing upon all people? we can only answer, that
has not been fully revealed. We see that in actual life He
does not treat all alike. For wise reasons known only to
Himself He has given to some blessings to which they
had no claim...and has withheld from others gifts which
He was under no obligation to bestow."--Loraine
Boettner (in The Reformed Docirine of Predestination, ©
1932 P&R Publishing)

R.C. Sproul says, "We ask about being fair. I don't think
(zod owes it to anyone who doesn't want Christ to give
them the desire to want what they need. He doesn't owe
that to anybody. The problem is that if God does it for
some, why doesn't He do it for all? I can only say to you
that I have no idea why He doesn't do it for all. But this |
do know and ask you to think about carefully: Just
because He does it for some in no way requires that
He do it for everybody else--because grace is never
required. God always reserves this prerogative 'T will
have mercy upon whom I will have mercy.’ It's not up to
us to direct God's mercy." (R.C. Sproul in Now, That's a
Good Question, © 1996 Tyndale). Emphasis added.
continued on page b
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WORSHIP SERVICE

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 3
EVERY SUNDAY
9:00AM SUNDAY SCHOOL Walk for Hospice of
10:00AM WORSHIP SERVICE the South Shore
11:00AM Coffee/Fellowship 7:00 — 10:00 AM
5:30 PM Youth Bible Study South Shore
7:30PM MEN'S GROUP b
7:00PM CHOIR | 6:00PM AA NMtg. Bralvies Flazs
4 5 12130 MOTHERS 6 7 8 9 10
30 HERS & LENT
CHORALEVENSONG | ... . STEORE | ey
an i
o/ ﬂ FRISER TUESDAY SCHOOL EVENING 5 Il
4 spECAL %Y | ) = | T
COMMUNION SERVICE | 2:00PM GREENERY i
WORSHIP SERVICE rl——':l T:00PM CHOIR | g:00PM AA Mtg.
Daylight Savings Begins 11 12 13 14 15 16 . % 17
8:00AM MORNING :
S A PRAYER STUDY and FE;S;::":E'P . e . 4
It : TUESDAY SCHOOL . pos %Hﬂ,
[y i [t whe | Happy  §
sk L ¢ Pastvichic T
Mark Bishop Evans | 2:00PM GREENERY f=rs h 6:00PM AA Mtg. i
In Concert at Worship | WORSHIFSERVICE Elél 7:00PM CHOIR MACC Meeting in
&J Plymouth
18 19 | First Day of 20 21 22 23 24
Celtic Worship Service 8:00AM MORNING Spring *y LENT
and Irish Tea D RATER g W B _ DEADLINE for NEXT
S5 o | EVENING L 2 A "NEWSLETTER ITEMS
‘"4.,:' m @ . IL rﬂv_‘-{ g i
g - AN i """" : h
2:00PM GREENERY | 42.30 MOTHERS ;4
SPECIAL COMMUNION | WORSHIP SERVICE & OTHERS BIBLE 7:00 PM 7:00PM CHOIR 6:00PM AA Mty.
SERVICE STUDY COUNCIL MTG.
25 26 T 28 29 30 31
PILGRIM ORDER OF _ 12:30 MOTHERS & LENT
COMMUNION SERVICE | %998 NORNING | o ers eiLe. | FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
_ STUDY and EVENING LENT
. TUESDAY SCHOOL i - | RETREAT
JAN 1 hhhhh
2:00PM GREENERY ‘l'-jl 7:00PM CHOIR | 6:00PM AA Mtg.







