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From the Pastor's Desk. . .
PASTOR’S 2006 REPORT

As I compiled the numbers and reviewed the vear

for this report, I was struck by how busy the year was!

We sure did a lot this year, as the numbers herein

attached show.

and sadly, said goodbye to a few. Owverall it was a

We said hello to new folks this year

good solid year in the life of a vibrant church.

Personally, [ came to rely more on you this year
and less on me, re programs. This is the way it should
be in a Congregational church. Church growth and
Church Programs must be just that; Church growth
and Church programs, for them to be real, effective,
and lasting. They can’t just be the Pastors.

This has definitely been the case with the Block
Party and the Lenten Communion Services. Both of
these are now not only embraced but owned by the
church family.

Spiritually, we have been solid this year in our
study of God’s Word. Both our Men’s Group and our
Women’s Bible Study have grown and thrived and we
have added a delightful Youth Bible Study this year as
well, for youth from 4th through 12th grade. As to my
own spiritual life, I took two Retreats this year, one
brief one in Hingham at Lent, the other a full week
Silent Retreat in Gloucester at Advent. 1 also continue
Spiritual Direction with Rev. George Williams.

A special highlight of 2006 was our combined
Good Friday Service centered on the Cross with First
Baptist Church of Braintree. This now annual walk
between the two churches, and the fellowship of the

meal, are profound spiritual experiences.

__ Worship Service 10:00 AM Sunday

Tuesday School continues to both humble and amaze
me; amaze me as to the number of children who
attend, humble, as I reflect on the depth of the
children’s search in the face of a very tough world in
which they live, and the privilege of presenting the
Gospel to this largely unchurched group.

What I would like to call on us to do in 2007 is to
continue what we are doing. Continue to encourage
prayer and Bible Study. Continue to be open to new
ideas that have, as their core, the unchanging, eternal
and immutable Word of God.

Our society, our blessed country, our families and
individuals and neighborhoods face many fearful
threats and challenges and changes, and far too many
people have never heard the blessed good news of
Jesus Christ and His love and salvation for us, His
children. What is needed by all people is the truth,
the truth of Jesus Christ and Him crucified, and the
wonders and blessings that come from serving him.

If we seek to present the Truth, the Truth that is
Jesus Christ and Him crucified, God will bless our
endeavors. Let us work together to present the
unsearchable riches of Christ.

Baptisms
Veronica Sandra Petrikas
Daughter of Sandra and Robert Petrikas
January 22, 2006

Adam and Anna Bedrossian
Son and Daughter of Debbie and Brian Bedrossian of
Fayetteville, Georgia
July 2, 2006






