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From the Pastor's Desk. . .
PASTOR’S 2006 REPORT

As I compiled the numbers and reviewed the vear

for this report, I was struck by how busy the year was!

We sure did a lot this year, as the numbers herein

attached show.

and sadly, said goodbye to a few. Owverall it was a

We said hello to new folks this year

good solid year in the life of a vibrant church.

Personally, [ came to rely more on you this year
and less on me, re programs. This is the way it should
be in a Congregational church. Church growth and
Church Programs must be just that; Church growth
and Church programs, for them to be real, effective,
and lasting. They can’t just be the Pastors.

This has definitely been the case with the Block
Party and the Lenten Communion Services. Both of
these are now not only embraced but owned by the
church family.

Spiritually, we have been solid this year in our
study of God’s Word. Both our Men’s Group and our
Women’s Bible Study have grown and thrived and we
have added a delightful Youth Bible Study this year as
well, for youth from 4th through 12th grade. As to my
own spiritual life, I took two Retreats this year, one
brief one in Hingham at Lent, the other a full week
Silent Retreat in Gloucester at Advent. 1 also continue
Spiritual Direction with Rev. George Williams.

A special highlight of 2006 was our combined
Good Friday Service centered on the Cross with First
Baptist Church of Braintree. This now annual walk
between the two churches, and the fellowship of the

meal, are profound spiritual experiences.

__ Worship Service 10:00 AM Sunday

Tuesday School continues to both humble and amaze
me; amaze me as to the number of children who
attend, humble, as I reflect on the depth of the
children’s search in the face of a very tough world in
which they live, and the privilege of presenting the
Gospel to this largely unchurched group.

What I would like to call on us to do in 2007 is to
continue what we are doing. Continue to encourage
prayer and Bible Study. Continue to be open to new
ideas that have, as their core, the unchanging, eternal
and immutable Word of God.

Our society, our blessed country, our families and
individuals and neighborhoods face many fearful
threats and challenges and changes, and far too many
people have never heard the blessed good news of
Jesus Christ and His love and salvation for us, His
children. What is needed by all people is the truth,
the truth of Jesus Christ and Him crucified, and the
wonders and blessings that come from serving him.

If we seek to present the Truth, the Truth that is
Jesus Christ and Him crucified, God will bless our
endeavors. Let us work together to present the
unsearchable riches of Christ.

Baptisms
Veronica Sandra Petrikas
Daughter of Sandra and Robert Petrikas
January 22, 2006

Adam and Anna Bedrossian
Son and Daughter of Debbie and Brian Bedrossian of
Fayetteville, Georgia
July 2, 2006



Marriages
Michelle Fazin and Justin Perry
October 14, 2006

Deaths
Zaven Dohanian
John Andre
William Andrews
Lillian Hamilton
Carol Martin
James Dohanian
Betty Allen
Robert Troup
Isabel Black
Robert Bollen
Barbara Stevens
Beatrice Budreau

New Members Received
Epiphany
Stephanie Ann Swanson
John Brown

Advent
Sue Daigle
Alison Cooley

MNorman Daniel
Mark Goodwin

Annual Special Worship Services
Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols and
Christmas Eve Midnight Eucharist
New Years Eve Watch Night Meal, Movie and
Service
Lenten Services with special Communion Services
Maundy Thursday Service of Tenebrae and
Communion
Good Friday Walk of the Cross Services and Dinner
Labor Day Sunday Eucharist at Sea at Wollaston
Beach
Labor Day Sunday Outdoor Church Service and
Cookout with Craig Stanley, Musican

--------------------------—--1

Permanent Programs i
Sunday School [
Youth Bible Study [
Tuesday School and Mothers and Others Bible Study g
Men’s Group |
Monday Morning Prayer

N

i
Guest Preachers in 2006 [ |

Mr. John Brown — Pastor’s Vacation [ ]

Rev. Robert Benjamin — Pastor’s Vacation [}

Rev. William Fleming — Pastor’s Retreat [}

Rev. Martha Swanson with Pastor Swanson and Rev.
John Odams |

Mr. Jonathan Berand of “Jews for Jesus™ with Pastor |
Swanson

Nursing Home Ministry

Forest Manor Long Term Care Facility
Mondays at 2:00 p.m., Middleboro

Eventide Home
Monthly, 2nd and 5th Sundays at 12:15 p.m.

The Atrium Alzimers Facility (2 services)
The 3rd Wednesday

Marina Place
Quarterly on the first Friday at 2:00 p.m.

Special Services and Sunday Morning Programs

Celtic Worship Service
Deacon’s Special Communion Services
All Saints Sunday
White Gifis Sunday with special recognition of Mr.
Richard Culkin for delivering gifts to the Maine
Seacoast Mission
Epiphany Feast of Lights Service at Sacred Heart
Church in North Quincy



Special Events in 2006
Annual Super Bowl Party
Ash Wednesday Service with Christ Church at Christ
Church in Middleboro
Louise Swanson’s Birthday Party
Revivals in January, March and April

(Special thanks to Jim Rickert, who played the piano

and helped Pastor lead the worship)

Mark Bishop Evans, once in concert and once leading

worship
The Prayer Banner, used every Sunday during Lent
A Teaching Sermon on Robes and Vestments
A Teaching Sermon on Communion
(Interactive sermons with active participation by the
congregation)

Carol and Ruthann Lewis and the Youth Group of 1st
Congregational Church in New Bedford leading a
Worship Service which featured a play, music and

dance
Palm Sunday Breakfast
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Father's Day Breakfast
Pastor’s Leadership Dinner
Movie Nights

A church service for the hardy few who ventured out

during the blizzard of February 12th.

Upcoming Programs for 2007
Lenten Program of Word, Song and Fellowship*,

every Wednesday beginning February 25th and
ending on Wednesday, April 4th, in Fellowship Hall,
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

A simple meal of soup, salad and bread will be
Bserved at 6:30, during which Reverend Martha
B Swanson will read a chapter of her new book, “When
B the Sun Vanishes, New Hope For Dark Days.”
B Following the meal, an area artist will perform special
§ music during coffee.

| *Presented to Council on 1/17/06

Mark Bishop Evans to Lead Worship i
Sunday, March 25th at 10:00 a.m. i

Mark Bishop Evans will once again lead worshipg
as part of the Deacon’s Lenten program of specialg
worship services. Mr. Evans led worship here lastg

year to the delight of all. A
i

Celtic Worship Service ]

Sunday, March 18th at 10:00 a.m. [}

This has become an annual tradition and will be §
held on Sunday, March 18th, with the possibility of j
expanding this to include a Community Irish Tea. |

|

Special Lenten Worship Services [
The Deacons, in co-ordination with the Pastor]

and Music Committee will present specialll
Communion Liturgies on February 25th, March 4thj

and 11th. |
|

Annual d Fri 1k of the Cross E

April 6th |

Rev. Robert Killeffer will preach here at our 3:000
p.m. service. The large wooden cross will then bell
carried from Union to First Baptist Church inll
Braintree. Dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. at Firstll
Baptist. Pastor Jack will preach at 7:00 p.m.

4 ly Cookout
Sunday, July 1st on the church lawn, weather
permitting

Community Bible School
An evening program for adults and youth will bell

held Wednesday — Friday evenings at 6:00 p.m. inll
Fellowship Hall with a possible Saturday trip toll
either Plimoth Plantation or Boston. The theme forll
this year will be “Our Congregational Heritage:l
Remembering the Past, Challenging the Present[l
Envisioning the Future.” B
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] Labor Day Fucharist at Sea So many people helped out with all of our ]
B Sunrise Communion on Wollaston Beach, Sunday. special events and services this year! Thank you @
. September 2 one and all! :
: This will be the third annual Communion Service, I would like to offer special thanks to Mark .
B held between the Yacht Clubs at dawn, weather Goodwin our Sexton; Jim Rickert. member of the &
B permitting. Men’s Group and my good friend who is always B
: willing to play the piano or organ for our special :
g Labor Day Outdoor Church Service and Cookout events; Bob Boussy, Audrey and Arthur Sullivan g
g Sunday, September 2 at 10:00 a.m., possibly with and Marjorie Ciavardone who accompanied me at g
B Mr. Craig Stanley, who performed for us last year, many nursing home services, and my mother, u
i weather permitting. Louise Swanson, one great pianist who helped out :
: at the nursing homes; Senior Deacon Don Young :
5 The Pastor and his Board of Deacons, the Board of Trustees g
| will be on vacation in August. Rev. Robert and the Music Committee; our Newsletter Editor R
" Benjamin or Rev. William Fleming will be and Sunday School Superintendent Peggy Ferris, ¥
: preaching. the South Shore Day Care, for their good natured :
N All Saints Sunday flexibility; my wife and our Outreach Minister, 5
] November 4th Rev. Martha Swanson, who served us so wellas B
¥ Hams on the Altar for the Quincy Crisis Center. This  our Interim Secretary and who has now assumed B
: is the annual remembrance of “Our Saints” permanent secretarial duty; Karen Whalen, Mardi :
1 Club and Collector; and of course my good friend 5
i Christmas Eve and Moderator, Bill Roberts, who makes sure that g
i Service of Lessons and Carols, 7:30 p.m. the lights are on and the staff gets paid. F
: Service of Holy Communion 11:30 p.m. I hope I didn’t miss anyone, if [ did, my regrets :
" but certainly not my lack of appreciation to all who .
5 New v make OUR CHURCH HIS CHURCH! ]
] Watchnight Buffet, Movie and Communion ]
L New Years Eve at 9:30 p.m. In Christ "
: Pastor Jack Swanson :
g Asvoted by the Council, the Mothers day and r
§ Fathers Day Breakfasts have been combined into a ]
u Pentecost Breakfast on June 3rd. i
e e mm e m = mmm m

Abo reacher on Feb 2
Jay MacDougall is a brother-in-law to Peggy and Art Ferris. His hometown is Quincy

and he was born and raised here. He has worked in the commerical printing field at RRD
Dunnelie}r in Wells, ME, for the past 25 years. He has served in the Maine Legislature for 6 years and has

: held numerous elective offices in North Berwick, ME. He and Patty (Peg's sister) have been married 33 years.

' They were married here at Union Congregational Church by Rev. William Archer. Jay Michael, their |

| oldest son, was baptized here, also by Rev. Archer. They have five sons, 3 grandsons and 2 granddaughters. |




FEBRUARY 2007

l’ WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
' 1 2 3
EVERY SUNDAY GROUND
9:00AM SUNDAY SCHOOL HOG
10:00AM WORSHIP SERVICE DaY
11:00AM Coffee/Fellowship
5:30 PM Youth Bible Study
T:30PM MEN'S GROUP 7:00PM CHOIR T:00PM AA Mtg.
EPIPHANY V 4 5 6 T 8 9 10
i 8:00AM MORNING 12:30 MOTHERS & %
TEXT: John 14:18.51 A | opmsemr | TS0 FH
I TUESDAY SCHOOL N{G HT
Super Bowl Party 2:00PM GREENERY
6:00pm WORSHIP SERVICE T:00PMCHOIR | 7.90pm AA Mtg.
EPIPHANY VI 11 umncoLws BirRTHDAY 12 13 14 15 16 17
12:30 MOTHERS &
“The Vine and the B:00AM MORNING |  OTERS BIS.E | DEADLINE for NEXT
Branches” FRAER TUESDAY SCHOOL A :'l‘:ﬁ’?y' NEWSLETTER ITEMS
TEXT: John 15:1-17 Day
4 *
2:00PM GREENERY . :
WORSHIP SERVICE 7:00 PM { e 7:00PM AA Mtg.
Council Mtg.
EPIPHANY VII 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
ASH WASHINGTON'S
“How to Lose Friends and WEDNESDAY BIRTHDAY
Influence People™ o
TEXT: John 15:18-27 ;
VACATION WEEK PRESIDENTS' DAY
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL | OFFICE CLOSED 7:00PM CHOIR | 7:00PM AA Mtg.
15" Sunday in LENT 25 26 27
8:00AM MORNING e B
GUEST PREACHER: TRATER OTHERS BIBLE 7:00 PM
JAY MacDOUGALL .J oEEved | MOVIE
“Days of Adversity” 2:00PM GREENERY 'n NIGHT

TEXT: Hebrews 12:1-13

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

WORSHIP SERVICE




In what ways have the discoveries of archaeology

verified the reliability of the Bible?

Over the years there have been many criticisms leveled against
the Bible concerning its historical reliability. These criticisms are usually
ased on a lack of evidence from outside sources to confirm the Biblical
record. Since the Bible is a religious book, many scholars take the position
that it is biased and cannot be trusted unless we have corroborating
evidence from extra-Biblical sources. In other words, the Bible is guilty until
proven innocent, and a lack of outside evidence places the Biblical account
in doubt.

This standard is far different from that applied to other ancient documents,
even though many, if not most, have a religious element. They are
considered to be accurate, unless there is evidence to show that they are
not. Although it is not possible to verify every incident in the Bible, the
discoveries of archaeoclogy since the mid 1800s have demonstrated the
reliability and plausibility of the Bible narrative. Here are some examples.

#The discovery of the Ebla archive in northern
Syria in the 1970s has shown the Biblical writings
concerning the Patriarchs to be viable. Documents
written on clay tablets from around 2300 B.C.
demonstrate that personal and place names in the
Patriarchal accounts are genuine. The name "Canaan"
was in use in Ebla, a name critics once said was not used at that time and
was used incorrectly in the early chapters of the Bible. The word "tehom"
("the deep") in Genesis 1:2 was said to be a late word demonstrating the late]
writing of the creation story. "Tehom" was part of the vocabulary at Ebla, in
use some 800 years before Moses. Ancient customs reflected in the stories
of the Patriarchs have also been found in clay tablets from Nuzi and Mari.

#The Hittites were once thought to be a Biblical legend, until their
capital and records were discovered at Bogazkoy, Turkey. Many thought the
Biblical references to Solomon's wealth were greatly exaggerated.
Recovered records from the past show that wealth in antiquity was
concentrated with the king and Solomon's prosperity was entirely feasible. It
was once claimed there was no Assyrian king named Sargon as recorded in
Isaiah 20:1, because this name was not known in any other record. Then,
Sargon's palace was discovered in Khorsabad, Iraq. The very event
mentioned in Isaiah 20, his capture of Ashdod, was recorded on the palace
walls, What is more, fragments of a stela memorializing the victory were
found at Ashdod itself.

=Another king who was in doubt was Belshazzar, king of Babylon,
named in Daniel 5. The last king of Babylon was Nabonidus according to
recorded history. Tablets were found showing that Belshazzar was
Nabonidus' son who served as coregent in Babylon. Thus, Belshazzar could
offer to make Daniel "third highest ruler in the kingdom" (Dan. 5:16) for
reading the handwriting on the wall, the highest available position. Here we
see the "eye-witness" nature of the Biblical record, as is so often brought out

by the discoveries of archaeology. I

Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of
thy wondrous works. Psalm 7:17

Guest Preacher: Jay MacDougall

HAPPY Al
FEBRUARY CAIK
BIRTHDAY ‘
10 — Dorothy Foskett

15 = Dot Hall
20

- Louise Swanson

____________________________

{ 19— Barbara & Rick Culkin

Sermon Titles for February

February 4
Epiphany V
“Promise of Power"
TEXT: John 14:15-31
A Sermon on the Holy Spirit

February 11
Epiphany VI
“The Vine and the Branches”
TEXT: John 15:1-17

iBeing Good Stewards of the Treasurg

[
[
February 18 I
Epiphany VII :

[

“How to Lose Friends and Influence

FPeaple”
TEXT: John 15:18-27

February 25

1st Sunday in Lent

"Days of Adversity"

I
I
1
I
I
I
1
I
I
1
I
TEXT: Hebrews 12:1-13 |
I
F







