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“I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the
Father but by Me.” John 14:6

“On this site the first Howard Johnson’s opened on
September 3, 1925, This tablet erected by Howard Johnson’s,
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority and the
City of Quincy, January 11, 1972,

So reads the granite marker in front of the Wollaston T
Station. For anyone born after 1976, the large marker with
these words and a relief of a rectangular building with a
pointy cupola means absolutely nothing. To anyone born
before 1976 however, especially to Baby Boomers and the
World War Two Generation, it begs the question; “What in
the world happened to Howard Johnson’s?

In 1979, there were 1040 Howard Johnson restaurants in
42 states and Canada. Today there are three, two in New
York State, one in Maine. In 1979, the chain was sold to IMP
Corporation who eventually sold it to the Marriot, who, in
1986, eliminated the restaurants, concentrating instead on
Howard Johnson’s 500 Motor Lodges.

The demise of what had become an American cultural icon
began in 1974 when the chain failed to recover from the
shock of the Arab oil embargo. An ill advised overreaction to
a temporary change in consumer behavior proved disastrous
and led to the chain’s hostile takeover by IMP.

The oil embargo cut into HOJOS (as the chain was
affectionately called) profits, as a large percentage of its
business was centered in its highway restaurants. When the
embargo lifted, Howard Johnson’s tradition of good food
served in restaurant-style dining rooms seemed antiquated and
expensive compared to fast food chains such as McDonalds.

Rather than tweaking a tried and true formula of good and
ample, well-served meals, HOJO'S cut service, portions and
quality. The results were disastrous. From a peak of 1040
restaurants, in 1975, today there are only three Howard
Johnson’s left.
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The oil embargo cut into HOJOS (as the chain was
affectionately called) profits, as a large percentage of its
business was centered in its highway restaurants. When
the embargo lifted, Howard Johnson’s tradition of good
food served in restaurant-style dining rooms seemed
antiquated and expensive compared to fast food chains
such as McDonalds,

Rather than tweaking a tried and true formula of good
and ample, well-served meals, HOJO’S cut service,
portions and quality. The results were disastrous, From
a peak of 1040 restaurants, in 1975, today there are only
three Howard Johnson's left.

What happened to HOJO'S was that they altered the
formula of their success and the results were disastrous.
God gives us a formula for life, living and salvation. It's
called Christianity, and it has a CEO and a manual. The
CEO is the Lord Jesus Christ and the manual is the
Bible.

Christianity is not only a tried and true formula for
success; it is the ONLY way to heaven. The Bible is
more than a manual for life; it is a manual for living,

Christianity is as simple as it is profound:

1. God loves us and demonstrates His love by sending
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Jesus died on the Cross for our sins, paying the
penalty for our sins.

3. Faith in Jesus washes away our sin, empowers us to
live happy lives here and go to heaven when we die.

This is the only way to true contentment and
salvation, This, in a sense, is a formula for success that
cannot be improved on and cannot be altered.

Yet it doesn’t have to be followed. One is not and
cannot be forced to be a Christian. Man has free will and
is totally free to either choose life or death. One does not
have to follow the formula for salvation. One can go
their own way, just as Howard Johnson’s did when they
departed from their original formula. But, what a shame,
what a loss to us all!

"Till September,

Pastor Fack






