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“Pastor’s Goals For 2008
Dear friends -

1 would like to share with yvou my goals for 2008.

For this vear, 1 would like to see our lay leadership
continue to develop as it has done over the last year. We are
a Congregational Church, 1 am the spiritual leader of the
church, the Captain if you will; but not the Admiral, the
dictator or Pope.

As Congregationalists, we put tremendous stress on what
Martin Luther called the “Priesthood of All Believers.” It is
my task, my calling, to pray for you, to care for your spiritual
needs, to preach the Gospel to you with neither fear nor
favor, and to help you in your ministry as a Christian. 1 have
a double calling; to be faithful to God and to you to present
to you and everyone who comes within the embrace of our
church the unsearchable riches of Christ.

It is my goal and prayer that | do this this year and that |
also help you to present the unsearchable riches of Christ to
your family and friends and world.

I am very pleased with the overall function of the Boards
and Committees of our church and our various church
officers, especially the Deacons, under Don Young, and the
Trustees, under Bill Roberts. I have come to see the Church
Council as an invaluable aid in facilitating ministry. The
Council is more, far more, than an informational and
advisory Board, it is a band of brothers and sisters working
I would remind all Committee
Chairs of the absolute necessity of attendance at our monthly

together doing ministry.

meetings and also of the fun and lively evenings we enjoy.
Any member or friend of the church is of course always
welcome to come to Council, which meets monthly, usually
on the third Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Using the Church council as a segue, I would like to see
all of our Boards; Trustees, Deacons, Benevolence, Christian
education and Music, work together to involve the wider
congregation in all facets of the life of Union Church.

This does not mean that any Board will lose its necessary
autonomy of area of intent. We’re not going to call a church
meeting to decide how much Benevolence should give to the
Quincy Crisis Center or what color the Trustees should paint
the boiler room.

However, remember, it was a member of the
congregation, not a Trustee or the Pastor, who thought of
placing the elevator in front of the church instead of the back
of the church as the architect had suggested; something no
one had thought of, something that has been a real blessing
to us. And it was also from the congregation, not from the
Pastor, Music Committee or Church Council who came up
with the idea of having Craig Stanley lead worship one
Sunday a month. Having Craig has not only given us a
greater scope of music, but has also enabled us to hire
Kristin, our wonderful permanent organist.

I would also like to see greater lay involvement in
ministry. Our Deacons are leading the way in planning
services and doing visitations to shut-ins. | would like to see
one or two lay-led services this yvear on Sunday morning.

Above all I would like to see us all grow: the church in
numbers of course, but each of us as individual members of
the Body of Christ.

As an old Navy man, I'll close with a saying by the great
World War Two Commander Aliegh Burke. Burke once
said of one of his ships, “Aye. She is a good ship. But she is
good because of the people in her. Without them she is an
insert mass of steel.”

We have a good church, but without faithful people, it is
but mortar, wood and stone. However, let us remember. If
we hold our peace, that is, if we do not proclaim Jesus, “the
very stones will cry out.”™ (Luke 19:40}
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