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“Pastor’s Goals For 2008
Dear friends -

1 would like to share with yvou my goals for 2008.

For this vear, 1 would like to see our lay leadership
continue to develop as it has done over the last year. We are
a Congregational Church, 1 am the spiritual leader of the
church, the Captain if you will; but not the Admiral, the
dictator or Pope.

As Congregationalists, we put tremendous stress on what
Martin Luther called the “Priesthood of All Believers.” It is
my task, my calling, to pray for you, to care for your spiritual
needs, to preach the Gospel to you with neither fear nor
favor, and to help you in your ministry as a Christian. 1 have
a double calling; to be faithful to God and to you to present
to you and everyone who comes within the embrace of our
church the unsearchable riches of Christ.

It is my goal and prayer that | do this this year and that |
also help you to present the unsearchable riches of Christ to
your family and friends and world.

I am very pleased with the overall function of the Boards
and Committees of our church and our various church
officers, especially the Deacons, under Don Young, and the
Trustees, under Bill Roberts. I have come to see the Church
Council as an invaluable aid in facilitating ministry. The
Council is more, far more, than an informational and
advisory Board, it is a band of brothers and sisters working
I would remind all Committee
Chairs of the absolute necessity of attendance at our monthly

together doing ministry.

meetings and also of the fun and lively evenings we enjoy.
Any member or friend of the church is of course always
welcome to come to Council, which meets monthly, usually
on the third Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Using the Church council as a segue, I would like to see
all of our Boards; Trustees, Deacons, Benevolence, Christian
education and Music, work together to involve the wider
congregation in all facets of the life of Union Church.

This does not mean that any Board will lose its necessary
autonomy of area of intent. We’re not going to call a church
meeting to decide how much Benevolence should give to the
Quincy Crisis Center or what color the Trustees should paint
the boiler room.

However, remember, it was a member of the
congregation, not a Trustee or the Pastor, who thought of
placing the elevator in front of the church instead of the back
of the church as the architect had suggested; something no
one had thought of, something that has been a real blessing
to us. And it was also from the congregation, not from the
Pastor, Music Committee or Church Council who came up
with the idea of having Craig Stanley lead worship one
Sunday a month. Having Craig has not only given us a
greater scope of music, but has also enabled us to hire
Kristin, our wonderful permanent organist.

I would also like to see greater lay involvement in
ministry. Our Deacons are leading the way in planning
services and doing visitations to shut-ins. | would like to see
one or two lay-led services this yvear on Sunday morning.

Above all I would like to see us all grow: the church in
numbers of course, but each of us as individual members of
the Body of Christ.

As an old Navy man, I'll close with a saying by the great
World War Two Commander Aliegh Burke. Burke once
said of one of his ships, “Aye. She is a good ship. But she is
good because of the people in her. Without them she is an
insert mass of steel.”

We have a good church, but without faithful people, it is
but mortar, wood and stone. However, let us remember. If
we hold our peace, that is, if we do not proclaim Jesus, “the
very stones will cry out.”™ (Luke 19:40}
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B 1. The Pastor is quickly becoming a computer wiz!
B 2. Well, not yet, but he can now access the |
B Internet and send emails.

B 3. About time! —
B 4. The Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Association
§ of Congregational Christian Churches will be held at

g Union Church on March 8th. . 3 T, 3
g-- The meeting will open with a worship Gc b

B service with combined choirs from a number . ‘ S

§ of churches, and Rev. Martha will deliver the rr{ess-;age_
6. The meeting will highlight the various ministries of

Congregational Churches from around the state as well as
update the churches on plans for the..............
7. Annual Meeting of the National
Association of Congregational
k Christian Churches, to be held in % .
5 Plymouth in June. - 4

i 8. An early Easter means a quickly appal:hi Lent,
Bike this Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, February 6th.
B9. Here, Lent begins with an Ash Wednesday worship
B service, a Service of Ashes and %7,

B Reflection, at 7:30 p.m.

j the Sanctuary as well as the large
j§ Wooden cross on February 6th.

g ! 1. The Deacons have a special
] weekly Liturgy for each Sunday Service in Lent —

12. As well as a Healing Service on March 2nd.

13. Maundy Thursday Worship will be held on Thursday,
March 20th at 7:30 p.m. and will be our traditional
service of Tenebrae and Communion.

14. Good Friday, March 21st will begin with a 3:00 p.m.
Combined Worship Service (with Union Church) to be
held at First Baptist Church in Braintree. This service

g will be followed by the Walk of the Cross from First

L Baptist to Union via Braintree and Quincy Squares.

here at Union Congregational
Church at 6:00 p.m., followed by a
combined worship at 7:30 p.m.
16. On Holy Saturday, March 22nd. the church will be
open all day for any who would like a quiet time of prayer
or reflection. Also, the annual showing of “Jesus of
Mazareth” will take place in the Guild Room, and a
Vespers Worship Service will be held at 5:30 in the
Sanctuary.

17, Easter Sunday will begin with a Sunrise

—

the Squantum and Wollaston Yacht Clubs. ~ ¥ |
This service will be followed by our traditional Easter
Eucharist and Sermon at 10:00 a.m.

Service at 6:30 a.m.. to be held between

—
18. Our Organist, Kristen McKinney, will

be on Maternity Leave from March 8th

through most of April.

19. Craig Stanley and our developing Worship Team
continue to provide good music enhancing our

worship on the first Sunday of each month.
20. The introduction of a slightly more ;
contemporary service once a month
was an innovative solution to a vexing problem.
21. It is very difficult to find a quality permanent
Organist/Choir Director for a small traditional Protestant.
22. From the congregation, not the Pastor or church
leaders, came the idea to invite Craig Stanley (who is a
Congregationalist and who had played at our annual
Outdoor Service) to play the first Sunday of each month.
This enabled us to hire a quality traditional organist who
would be willing to direct and develop our choir. The
arrangement is working very well!




BOOK REVIEW JAN
Submitted by Lorraine Gill Young !SA:R!:}N
Home to Holly Springs @
by Jan Karon '

Many of you who have enjoyed the
Mitford Series of novels by Jan Karon
will be glad to hear that although that
series will not be continued, Karon is starting a new
Father Tim series. These new books are not set in
Mitford so many of our beloved characters are missing.
But dear Father Tim is back with his old sidekick
Barnabas.

In Home to Holly Springs, the first of this new
series, Father Tim travels back to the town of his youth,
Holly Springs, Mississippi, after a 38-year absence. The
trip is occasioned by an anonymous note from someone
in Holly Springs asking him to return. His wife Cynthia
has broken her ankle and can’t travel so we encounter her
only briefly. Father Tim meets the locals, visits his
family home, makes new friends, and is reacquainted
with both his childhood pal Tommy, and his family’s
maid Peggy. Most importantly learns some surprising
(and upsetting) things about his family. In particular,
Father Tim learns much about his long-deceased father
and grapples with their difficult relationship.

This book is a bit darker than the Mitford novels,
which despite their serious moments were quile
delightful. Father Tim learns disturbing truths about his
family and his past and is called upon to take some
serious action. But the more somber mood aside, 1 truly
enjoyed spending time with Father Tim again.

Unfortunately, Home to Holly Springs is available
now only in hardcover (Amazon $14.82) and probably
won’t be available in paperback for some months. But
the Old Colony Library Network (which includes Thomas
Crane libraries as well as the ENC Library) has a total of
35 copies and I will be glad to loan my copy!

* & & %* * * ® * * * &

We are eager to have a wide representation from the
congregation in the Book Review column. Readers are
encouraged to submit reviews of books they have
enjoyed. Please give them to Don or Lorraine Young,
who are coordinating this column, or email them to

don(@beld.net.

Commit to the
_ Lord whatever you
{, do and your plans

will succeed.
Proverbs 16:3 (NLIV)

ANNUAL

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
To be held on

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 3, 2008

Following the
Worship Service

WISDOM OF THE STOOGES
(Wit, Wisdom, and Knowledge for Living) MEN
IN BLACK

THREE LITTLE BEERS
Featuring Moe, Larry and Curly

The Panther Brewing Company is having trouble
making deliveries on time, so they hire three new
delivery men (the Stooges). When they make a delivery
to the local golf course, the boys decide to take some
time out to practice for the company golf tournament,
and then proceed to demolish the course.




MEN'S COLUMN

“Schooner on the Rocks”

The Pastor treated the Church Council to a
delicious meal of Roast Beef surrounded by Baked
Potatoes, AKA “Schooner on the Rock’s™ a traditional
holiday meal. Here are the directions for cooking it!

e Directions:
ePreheat oven to 275°
#Cook oven roast fat side up, one hour per pound.
eBeef should be spiced to taste before being put into the
oven.
sDepending on the size of the roast, the potatoes may be

cooked in the same pan as the roast, but allow at least three

hours for the bakes at 275°.
e(reen beans simmered stove top make a nice side dish.
eDepending on the roast, one can make one’s own gravy
with flour and salt, cheat a little bit by adding a dry gravy
mix with water to the mix, or cheat a lot and add one or
two small cans of canned gravy. (For the Council Dinner,
the Pastor used two cans of mushroom beef gravy; added
one packet of dry gravy mixed with water, as well as the
natural juices from the pan, and simmered them on the
stove top.
s Serve the beef right from the oven on a tray, surrounded
by the baked potatos.
eHot corn bread goes nicely with this meal
* As does pumpkin pie and whipped cream for desert!
¢ A 6.5 pound roast, one pound of fresh green beans, one 8
x 10 corn bread, one pumpkin pie and 5 pounds of red
russet potatoes yielded nine good portions.
«“Every man needs to be able to cook one good meal.”
#|.ois Edwards, the wife of Captain Steven Edwards, USN
(Ret), Commandant of Midshipmen at Maine Maritime
Academy, the Pastor’s first boss, advised voung Lieutenant
Swanson that every bachelor needs to be able to cook at
least one good full course meal to impress a date.
o The Pastor heeded Mrs. Edward’s advice and has been
happily married for twenty two years!

THE U IN JESUS
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Before U were thought of or time had begun,

God stuck U in the name of His Son.
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And each time U pray, you'll see it's true,

You can't spell out JesUs and not include U.

You're a pretty big part of His wonderful name,

For U, He was born; that's why He came.

T @ —

And His great love for U is the reason He died.

It even takes U to spell crUcified.

- O -

Isn't it thrilling and splendidly grand

He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?

— o O —

The stones split away, the gold trtUmpet blew,
and this word resUrrection is spelled with a U.
T = — ==
———— @ ———
When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension,

He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.

~iie—— Y =

"Go into the world and tell them it's true

That | love them all - Just like | love U."

= P

So many great people are spelled with a U,

Don't they have a right to know JesUs too?

It all depends now on what U will do,

He'd like them to know,
But it all starts with U.




FEBRUARY 2008

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 GROUNDHOG DAY 2
EVERY SUNDAY
10:00AM WORSHIP
SERVICE
11:00AM Coffee/Fellowship
6:00PM Youth Bible Group
7:30PM MEN’S GROUP 6:00PM AA Mtg.
3 4 5 T 2 9
. “Who Sails With Me?” |  8:00AM MORNING
Matthew 4:1-11 PRAYER 12130 MOTHERS 8. e
i STUDY and o A
N TUESDAY SCHOOL I
2:00PM GREEMNERY
! WORSHIP SERVICE \ 6:00PM AA Mtg.
ANNUAL MEETING ' WEDNESDAY | 7:30PM CHOIR 5
1ST SUNDAY IN LENT 10 11 12 13 | VALENTINES 14 15 16
“The Transfiguration” B:DD#;P;:‘I\%T?NING s mn;: - DEADLINE for NEXT
Matthew 17:1-9 | | OTHERS BIBLE | NEWSLETTER ITEMS
f "; STUDY and |
TUESDAY scr-gc Li i
2:00PM GREENERY 6:00PM AA Mtg.
WORSHIP SERVICE l i “
2ND SUNDAY INLENT 17 |PRESIDENT'S DAY 18 19 23
(OFFICE CLOSED)
Guest Preacher MARDI CLUB
Ll | DINNER AT
|  COMMON 7:00 PM
MARKET COUNCIL MTG. | 7.30pM CHOIR e
QUINCY PUBLIC SCHOOLS VACATION WEEK 6:00PM
AA Mtg.

| 3RD SUNDAY IN LENT 24

“The Man Born Blind”
John 9:1-11

25
8:00AM MORNING
PRAYER

i

£
2:00PM GREENERY
WORSHIP SERVICE

26
12:30 MOTHERS &
OTHERS BIBLE
STUDY and
TUESDAY SCHOOL

27

28

4

7:30PM CHOIR

LEAP YEAR! 29
Vi

W

—

6:00PM AA Mtg.




Sermon Titles for February

February 3rd
4ih Epiphany
— "Who Sails With Me?"
TEXT: Matthew 4:1-11
Who is Pastor Jack and what does he want

to do this year at UCC?

February 10th
st Sunday in Lent

Holy Communion with Sermon
“The Transfiguration”
TEXT: Matthew 17:1-9
Has your life been transfigured by your faith?

February 17th
2nd Sunday in Lent

Guest Preacher - TBA

February 24th
Third Sunday in Lent

“The Man Born Blind”
TEXT: John 9:1-11
Are you blind?

For February, the Pastor is preaching from the Gospel Lessons
of the Common Lectionary (a list of Bible Readings, with an
Old Testament, Gospel and other New Testament Reading
scheduled for each Sunday. The Lectionary offers three years
worth of Bible Readings for preaching, teaching and study.)
The basic theme is the lengthening shadows of Jesus death on
the Cross. On February 3rd, the Pastor will outline his plans
and goals for Union Church for 2008 as well as tell of his own
walk with the Lord. On February 10th, he will preach on the
Transfiguration of Jesus, a pivotal point in Jesus ministry. On
February 17th, we will have a guest preacher. The month
concludes on February 24th with the question of physical
versus spiritual blindness.
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i HAPPY
:f*" FEBRUARY
Wcee’ ) BIRTHDAY

10 - Dorothy Foskett <\ —

15 - Dot Hall
22 - Louise Swanson
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FEB 19 - Barbara & Rick Culkin

QUINCY CRISIS CENTER
Food for Families - Food Delivery Program

The Quincy Crisis Center's food pantry is the only
one on the South Shore that regularly delivers free
groceries directly to the homes of the hungry. Each
year, this “food pantry on wheels™ serves over 1,300
elderly, disabled shut-ins, and others who cannot access
other food pantries.

The following is a list of items they can use anytime:

- spaghetti sauce, tomato products

el
+ Canned meats - ham, Spam, etc. -
+ Mayonnaise, jelly, ketchup, Fluff ! l
- Canned pasta (Spaghettio’s, etc.) X;’M:,’

- Canned vegetables - all kinds: corn, green beans,
peas, efc.

- Baby items: diapers (all sizes), formula, baby food,
bottles and liners, infant & toddler clothes.

"Your word is like a lamp for my feet and a light
for my path." Psalm 119:105

CLIP & SAVE BOX TOPS
EARN CASH FOR OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS!
LOOK FOR & CLIP THESE LOGOS ON
GENERAL MILLS & BETTY { e
CROCKER PRODUCTS AND |
BRING THEM TO CHURCH!







